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NB: a few things….
1. This booklet is in no way exhaustive as regards the factual content and should be used in conjunction with your notes and your text book 

2. You will not get an A* if you just work with this booklet - you must read around in the text book and your notes too

3. Please make revision notes from this booklet and your own class notes rather than just hoping that you will absorb material through reading this booklet

A6: Stalin's Russia

Why was Stalin an unlikely successor to Lenin?

· Lenin's will meant that Stalin had little or no chance of winning the leadership contest - he was condemned as too rude and not suitable for the role and he suggested that Stalin be removed from power
· Stalin had handled the issue of Georgia relationship with Russia badly and used excessive force
Why did Stalin win the leadership contest?

· The way he portrayed his relationship with Lenin

· Kamenev and Zinoviev kept Lenin's will secret because it also criticized them

· Stalin presented himself as Lenin's close follower - he was the chief mourner at Lenin's funeral and made a speech praising him at the funeral
· Trotsky was ill and Stalin tricked Trotsky into believing that the funeral was on the next day

· Stalin had photographs published showing him at Lenin's side

· Trotsky's mistakes

· Trotsky was seen as arrogant and disrespectful of Lenin because he did not attend the funeral

· Trotsky was seen as an outsider because he was Jewish and he only joined the Bolsheviks in 1917
· Trotsky was not prepared to canvas support from party members

· Trotsky promoted world revolution - supporting revolutions by workers abroad - but most Soviet citizens wanted to concentrate their resources and energy on establishing communism in the Soviet Union

· Stalin's ideas and use of his position

· Stalin used his position as General Secretary of the Communist Party to appoint officials who supported him and remove known supporters of Trotsky

· Denunciations of Trotsky became common at Communist Party meetings

· Stalin used his position as General Secretary of the Communist Party to pack the Congress of Soviets with his supporters to gain support for his policy of 'Socialism in One Country'
· Stalin's policy of 'Socialism in One Country' was popular because it suggested that the Soviet Union should concentrate on securing communism at home before it supported revolutions abroad

· Playing groups within the Communist Party off against each other

· Stalin worked closely with Zinoviev and Kamenev (who feared Trotsky) and they forced Trotsky to resign as Commissar for War in 1925 - which lost him his control of the Red Army

· In 1926 Stalin worked with Bukharin and the right wing of the Communist Party who backed his idea of 'Socialism in one Country' against Zinoviev, Kamenev and Trotsky - who were then all expelled from the Politburo
· By 1928 Stalin was strong enough to turn on Bukharin and his supporters because they had backed the NEP (and yet there was a still a crisis in food production) and Stalin wanted to introduce a new policy of industrial expansion and a more 'Communist' economic policy

Nature of Stalin's dictatorship

Stalin had established a dictatorship by the end of the 1930s. This was achieved by the following means.

The cult of personality

Stalin expected love and worship, not just respect and obedience. He made sure everyone knew about his successes.

· Huge rallies were held in his honour. 

· Many photographs were published showing him meeting children and ordinary workers.

· Soviet artists produced paintings showing Stalin opening factories

· The Soviet people were told that he could do no wrong. He was described as a superman, a genius at everything. This protected Stalin from any further challenges.

· He expected love and worship, not respect and obedience. Stalin made sure that everyone knew about his successes. Huge rallies were held in his honour.

· Stalin rewrote the history of Russia and the USSR in a way that indicated he was much more important than he really had been before he came to power. Children in school had to paste over pages in their books with the new versions of what had happened. 

· He wanted to destroy the reputations of the other Bolshevik leaders. This would explain why he had put them on trial and had them executed.  He picked on Trotsky in particular, because Lenin had chosen him as his successor. He accused him of treason and said that it he had done nothing to help Russia. Stalin claimed that he had had been responsible for the successes in the Civil War in 1918 to 1920.

· The Communist party was shown to be the Lenin –Stalin party. 
· Lenin’s body was placed in the mausoleum in Red Square and revered – the aim was to suggest that Stalin was Lenin’s one true heir. He wanted to make out that he and Lenin had been very close friends and that only he knew what Lenin had intended to do in Russia. This would explain why Stalin had become the leader and would make Russians accept him.
Education

Education was the key to ensuring that the whole population became communist and accepted Stalin's dictatorship. Stalin sought to control what people were taught.

· Teachers and professors arrested who were considered not to be teaching in the way the Communist Party wanted. 

· Children were taught that Stalin was the 'Great Leader'. He re-wrote history to show his importance in the Civil War and to eliminate Trotsky and the Old Bolsheviks. If he could destroy their reputations it would explain their trials

· School Children had to join after school clubs where they were taught political ideas through sports. (8-10 year olds joined the Octobrists, 10-16 year olds joined the Pioneers, and 19-23 years olds joined Komsomol)

· Education became stricter because Stalin wanted schools to produce useful citizens. He insisted on uniforms, tests and examinations and prescribed the subjects and information that children should learn.

Religion

Stalin continued the attack on religion started after the Bolshevik Revolution.

· Christian leaders were imprisoned and churches closed down. The League of the Godless smashed churches and burned religious pictures. Muslim mosques and schools were closed and pilgrimages to Mecca banned,

· This persecution eased between 1941 and 1945 as Stalin tried to keep the support of all religions and nationalities in the USSR during the struggle against Nazi Germany, He allowed religious worship and teaching again and restored the Church to its former position. Some churches were reopened and some bishops restored to office.

The Purges

Radical policies like Stalin's were bound to cause concern:

· Criticism within the party grew because of the human cost of Stalin's policies during the famine of1932-3 that was caused by collectivisation. 

· Stalin’s second wife committed suicide in 1932. 

· In the 1930s Stalin began to get rid of anyone who he suspected of opposing him. These attempts became known as the Purges.

· At first the purges concentrated upon technical experts, who Stalin blamed for the failures of the First Five Year Plan. They were accused of sabotage and there was a series of trials in 1930-1

· In 1932 more than 800,000 members of the party were expelled,
· The real purges began with the murder of Sergei Kirov in December 1934. He was the Communist Party leader in Leningrad and he may well have been murdered on Stalin’s orders because he had become too popular.

· In 1934 at the 17th Party Congress Stalin was nowhere near as popular as Kirov, who suggested that industrialization should be slowed down. Kirov received more applause for his speech than Stalin.
· In December 1934 Kirov was murdered. Stalin said he saw this as evidence of a conspiracy and began a series of political purges (imprisonment and execution). 

· The purges lasted from 1934 to 1938; at least 7,000,000 people disappeared. 
· Fear of the growth/rise of Fascism and Nazism in Europe made Stalin actions more anxious
Historians are now fairly sure that Stalin planned Kirov's murder to give him an excuse to purge the USSR of opponents, whom Stalin saw as traitors to himself and the USSR. 

Effects of the Purges

· Bolshevik leaders who Stalin had forced out in 1925 to 1927 (Bukharin, Zinoviev and Kamenev all were put on trial and shot)

· Members of the Party, especially those from the 17th Party Congress (1934): Of the 1966 delegates at the 17th Party Congress 1108 were shot. 
· Of the 139 Central Committee members elected at the Congress 98 were shot. The number of party members fell from 3.5 million in 1934 to 2 million in 1935
· Poets, writers, artists, musicians, anyone creative who might have ideas which Stalin did not like. Scientists, engineers, experts of any kind who Stalin did not trust or understand

· Only loyal party officials, who accepted Stalin’s decision without question were safe

· Millions of ordinary Soviet citizens, who often did not know what they had done to anger Stalin were arrested, tortured and then sent to labour camps 
· Many less important opponents (or even supporters who were not enthusiastic enough) were arrested and executed or sent to labour camps. In 1937-8 681, 692 were shot by the secret police.
· Non-target reaching managers, experts, scientists arrested and deported to the camps
· In 1937 around 25,000 army officers (including the Commander of the Red Army, Marshal Tukhachevsky) were purged. (All 8 Red Admirals, 3/5 Marshals of the Army, 90% of generals)
· Over 8 million had been killed or sent to labour camps before the purges ended
· Some people were denounced by their neighbor or even their children. Pavlik Morozov was just one of these children. Some people denounced their neighbours to get their flat or their job!
· The effects of the purges were mixed. Stalin was certainly secure. His new secret police (the NKVD) ruled the population with terror. 
· Even the secret police (the NKVD), which carried out the purges, was also purged. Two of its chiefs were executed - they knew too much

· By eliminating older figures, Stalin was able to promote younger men who owed their success to him. This made them completely loyal. For example, Lavrenti Beria, who became the head of the NKVD, Georgi Malenkov, who was expected to be Stalin’s successor. 

However, Stalin had weakened the USSR:

· Many of those purged had been skilled or educated (for example, managers, army officers) and industrial progress slowed down. 
· The army was seriously weakened and suffered badly against the Germans in 1941. 
· Science and Technology suffered as new inventions were stifled

The Show Trials

· The leading Bolsheviks were given ‘Show Trials’. They were accused of sabotage and treason and of murdering Kirov; crimes that they could not possibly have committed. 

· The aim was to get rid of all the Old Bolsheviks who knew the truth about Lenin and Stalin. They all confessed to the crimes of which they were accused, usually because they were told that their families would be left alone if they did - and because they were tortured by sleep deprivation and physical violence
· The results of the trials were announced to the world. Altogether, 35 of the leading Old Bolsheviks were executed in 1936-8.

· Leading party members such as Zinoviev and Kamenev (First Show Trial August 36) and Bukharin, Rykov and Yagoda (Last Show Trial 1938) were tortured and their families threatened. Then they 'confessed' and were executed. 

· These show trials against political opponents were publicly and elaborately staged. They were used to create an atmosphere of fear and a sense that there were enemies and spies everywhere. People were accused of arson, destruction of railways, conspiracy with the ‘Whites’ in the Civil War
· Trotsky, by then living abroad, was tried in his absence in 1936 and condemned to death. He was eventually murdered in 1940
The gulags

· This was the name given to the labour camps which were set up in the worst areas of the USSR such as Siberia. Prisoners were made to work in terrible conditions and as many as 12 million died due to the cold and harsh treatment. 
· Stalin also used the labour camps to provide labour for unpleasant or dangerous projects in areas where ordinary workers did not want to go. E.g. construction of the Belomor Canal in the Arctic North or the building of the factories at Magnitogorsk
The Constitution

Stalin made himself more secure still in 1936 with the USSR's new constitution. At first sight it seemed more democratic - all citizens voted for members of the Supreme Soviet. However, it had no real power and decisions were still made by Stalin and his closest supporters.

The culture of Stalin's USSR

Stalin's USSR was disciplined and seemingly full of fear. Some real advances in industry were made, but at a cost:

· Freedom of speech was denied to Soviet citizens.

· Education improved basic standards for most Russians, but it was heavily controlled by the NKVD.

· Artists, writers, musicians and performers had to please Stalin with their work, get out of the USSR or face being purged. 
· Artistic works had to be produced within the concept of 'Socialist Realism' - they had to glorify the working class and praise Stalin's achievement
· Posters, radio broadcasts and the press all constantly pressed home the need for loyalty to the party and to Stalin. 

· However, Lenin's ideals of a classless society did not seem to match the realities. High-ranking party officials and the military seemed to enjoy a much higher standard of living than most Soviet citizens.

Stalin’s Industrial Policies

The Five Year Plans

Stalin seems to have had several clear reasons for industrialising the USSR:

· Stalin believed that the USSR was under threat from non-communist states. He also believed that the only way for the USSR to make itself secure was to become a modem, industrial country. 
· His aim set out in 1928 was to force the USSR to make 50 years' progress in 10 years. 

· Stalin believed that Soviet industry and agriculture was one hundred years behind the West. He said that they must catch up in 10 years. 

· Security - Stalin distrusted the West. He knew that they had tried to intervene in the Russian Civil War and he suspected that they were supporting Hitler against him during the 1930s
· To create a showpiece of success for the outside world – compete with the west 

· To carry out his idea of 'SOCIALISM in one country’ - building a secure Socialist state
· Destroy NEP (set up after the 1WW to stimulate economy and allowed small businesses to develop and pay taxes rather than be run by the state - and seen as too much like capitalism)
· Gain control of the population by making people dependent on the state - and imposing communist party officials in all areas of industry
In order to achieve his aims he came up with Five Year Plans for the development of the USSR. The Five Year Plans were (incredibly) ambitious targets for industrial production which had to be achieved in five years. Few targets were met but even so industries made huge advances.

What were the key features of the Five year plans?

· First Five Year Plan:  1928-32 (then abandoned)
· Second Five Year Plan: 1932-37

· From 1928 Stalin set about creating a command economy, in which each factory and industrial works was set targets by Gosplan (the state planning organization), which was based in Moscow. 

· Specially trained workers in Shock Brigades showed how new ideas could be put into practice.

· Slave Labour was used. These were people who had been arrested in the Purges. Gulags, or Labour Camps, were set up in the north and in Siberia and the inmates were worked to death in appalling conditions.

· Vast projects like the Belomor Canal, the Dneiper Dam, and the metal works at Magnitogorsk were completed with amazing speed. Moscow Metro built and the huge tractor plant at Chelyabinsk

· Huge towns and factories were built from nothing, deep inside the USSR to protect them from invasion. New industrial cities were constructed like Magnitogorsk and Chelyabinsk. These were built from scratch beyond the Ural Mountains.

· Young people from KOMSOMOL, the Young Communist League, volunteered to help. 250,000 were sent every summer to help create the new industrial cities - this was also an indication that Stalin's communism attracted these young idealists
· Foreign technicians were brought in and enormous investment was put into education and training to produce skilled workers.

· Great pressure was put on workers to meet targets and to be 'Stakhanovites'. Stakhanov was a miner who managed to produce over 100 tons of coal in one 
shift, and was held up as a model to inspire all workers. 

· Stakhanovites were given rewards like better housing, holidays, medal etc. they received publicity and were used as propaganda. 
· Ruthless discipline was applied in the big projects where gulag workers were usd – escapees were shot. 60,000 died building Magnitogorsk. Workbooks were imposed. Death penalty for absenteeism.
· Internal passports made it impossible to move around without authorisation

	
	Production in 1927-28
	First Five Year Plan
	Second Five Year Plan

	
	
	Target Production
	Actual Production
	Target Production
	Actual Production

	Electricity (thousand million Kilowatt hours)
	5.05
	17.0
	13.4
	38.0
	36.2

	Coal (million tonnes)
	35.4
	68.0
	64.3
	152.5
	128.0

	Oil (million tonnes)
	11.7
	19.0
	21.4
	46.8
	28.5

	Iron (million tonnes)
	3.3
	8.0
	6.2
	16.0
	14.5

	Steel (million tonnes)
	4.0
	8.3
	5.9
	17.0
	17.7


Effects of the Five Year Plans

Historians disagree about the aims and the effects of the Five Year Plans. One thing on which all historians do agree is that the USSR was transformed.

· The main aim was achieved - by 1940 the USSR was in the 'first division' of industrial powers, along with Britain, Germany and the USA.

· The cost was high. Safety standards came second to meeting targets, discipline was harsh and many workers ended up in labour camps (gulags). 

· Quantity was important not quality – In the first five year plan 170,000 tractors planned - 50,000 built – 50% broke down 

· All investment went into heavy industries - there were few consumer goods (clothes, luxuries).

· However, by the mid 1930s there were definite signs of improved living standards (for example, education, welfare, and housing).

· 1930s mood changed as people became disillusioned – Gosplan set unattainable targets, made no allowance for local conditions, and often knew nothing about of the industries they were setting targets for. Planners wanted to please Stalin and came up with numbers.

· The first 5 year plan was cut short by a year (Oct 28-Dec 32) yet the targets remained the same

· No criticism of the 5-year plans was accepted. Failure to meet targets led to accusations of sabotage, disgrace and prison, or even death

· Engineers were arrested because the machinery they were responsible for had broken down. They also knew that the targets were unattainable and Gosplan wanted people who were prepared to attempt the impossible, so less experienced workers and more poorly trained engineers were preferred

· Many of the new workers were peasants who went to the cities to find work and earn higher wages. They were poorly educated and unable to handle the machines that often broke down because they did not know how to operate them. Agricultural production fell as result of this migration

· Accusations of wrecking were made aimed at engineers and skilled workers. In the Donbass area more than half of the engineers were arrested by 1931
Stalin’s Agricultural Policies

The need for collectivisation

Stalin had made clear his ambitions to transform the USSR. The Five Year Plans could only work if Soviet agriculture could raise its production massively. There were two main reasons:

· To feed the growing population of industrial workers by ending strip farming and creating larger fields that new machine could be used on
· Free workers up to work in industry by using more machines
· To export any surpluses to raise cash for investment in industry

· Destroy NEP and its free markets which had allowed the Kulaks to develop
· Stalin felt that NEP could not provide a long term answer tot his food problem
· It was an attempt to destroy the Kulaks, who Stalin hated and feared. They made profits and employed others, but they were also independent and resisted central control.

· Collectivisation would destroy private enterprise and would be a Communist way to farm

· Gain control of the very independent successful peasants as they would have to become members of collective farms and thus be under the control of party officials
· It was an attempt to solve the food problem in the Soviet Union. Food rationing was introduced in 1928. Food shortages 1928-9 because peasants held back grain as the state price for grain was too low. Stalin blamed the Kulaks
How it worked:

· Most farms were smallholdings tended by peasant families. These holdings could never be efficient enough for Stalin's plans so he introduced the policy of collectivisation.

· Peasants effectively had to give up their land, livestock and machinery and join other families on very large farms.

· Activists and secret police were sent to the countryside to ensure that collectivisation occurred.

· These new farms were supplied by the state with seed, tools, tractors and other machinery.

· Most of the produce went to the government

· There were a number of versions of collective farms:

· Sovkhoz – the land was owned by the state and the workers were paid wages. The wages were paid whether the workers worked well or badly. These farms proved very expensive and few were set up.

· Kolkhoz – workers kept plots and had to supply a fixed amount of food at fixed prices and they kept what was left (if any). 240,000 of these farms were set up by 1940.

· Machine tractor stations were set up

· Kulaks were peasants who had become prosperous under the New Economic Policy introduced by Lenin in 1921 and they made up a large and important part of the population of the countryside. They were easy targets because most peasants were jealous of them. Most Kulaks refused to co-operate with the new policy. 5 million were sent away to the Gulags

· A huge propaganda campaign was launched to persuade peasants to modernise
· The real opponents of collectivisation were the middle peasants who refused to give up their property to the collective farms and slaughtered livestock and burnt crops and buildings. 

· This caused the famine and led to virtual civil war on the land as they state acted to force them onto collectives or arrested and deported them
Effects of collectivisation

The effects of collectivisation were very mixed, but this policy certainly had fewer claims to success than the Five Year Plans. This is what happened:

· By 1941 almost all land in the USSR was collectivised.

· Stalin’s aim to set up Sovkhozes did not; he had to fall back on Kolkhozes.

· Most peasants could not use the machinery that was supplied. Many tractors did not work.

· The Kulaks resisted and destroyed crops and animals. This led to a massive famine in 1932-34, in which over 5 million people died. Kulaks were murdered or sent to labour camps
· Many middle peasants killed their animals or burnt their crops rather than let the government have them. 14 million cows and 1/3 of all pigs were destroyed by the Summer of 1930

· Although collectivisation was achieved, food production fell dramatically. In the Ukraine there was famine in the early 1930s (5 million died) and yet at the same time food was being exported to pay for machinery.

· It was estimated that peasants worked far harder on their own plots than they did on the collective farms. In 1937 these plots produced 51% of the Soviet Unions vegetables and 72% of its meat and milk.

· Much of the countryside was devastated by struggles between Stalin's agents and the kulaks.

· The long-term result of this struggle was that the peasants were battered into submission and could not seriously threaten the communist regime.
There were some benefits to Collectivisation:

· By 1937, when Collectivisation was almost complete, wheat production was up by a third on the 1928 figure.

· 400,000 collective farms were set up by 1940

· Grain harvest eventually reached the size of 1914 in 1940

· New crops could be introduced

· Mechanization was possible on larger farms

· Theatres, schools and societies were set up for the workers and their families

Why was there so much opposition to Collectivisation?

Peasants disliked the plans:

· Grain was taken by requisition gangs set up by the state. 

· Lack of food led to famine in 1932-33
· No individuality was possible – all animals, tools and produce was shared

· Peasants did not like giving up what had been their limited property

· Rationing out of food meant that it did not matter how much work you did. Your family got enough food to feed them (hopefully) and no more. There was no incentive to work harder

· Successful peasants lost their land and some were sent to the Gulags

Members of the Communist hierarchy disliked the plans:

· Famine broke out killing between 13 and 20 million people.

· The very best farmers (Kulaks) were sent to the Gulags and production declined

· Poor organisation meant often grain was taken from the farms but never reached the cities because it was left to rot in a railway yard or warehouse
Most Western historians have criticised Stalin's economic policies, especially the human cost. They stressed the purge of the kulak class, the famine of 1932-33 and the suffering of the workers in industry, especially in new towns such as Magnitogorsk. Some have now begun to stress the more long-tern achievements of both collectivisation and the Five Year Plans. Stalin created an economy which enabled the Soviet Union to survive the German invasion of 1941 and eventually defeat the Nazis.
Living Standards under Stalin

How did life change for the peoples of the Soviet Union?

· On the face the results were impressive. Industrial production rose by about 400% in the 1930s. 

· Education and housing improved, literacy increased rapidly.

· Women were given equality for the first time. By 1940, 40% of workers were women. Creches were set up in factories to allow women to work.

· The Five Year Plans needed all the workers they could get. Factories were provided with nurseries so that women with young children could go to work. Some 80 per cent of new workers in the second Five Year Plan were women. In 1928, 28 per cent of industrial workers were women; and by 1937 it was 40 per cent.

· Women began to attend university and many of the new doctors trained in the Soviet Union were women.

· Women were also needed to replace the many people, mainly men, who disappeared during the purges.

· The number of doctors increased and medical treatment improved. 

· The new constitution that was introduced in 1936 also looked very impressive. It guaranteed democracy, equality, freedom of worship and political freedom, amongst other things. Buy it did not amount to anything in reality. The needs of the Communist Party could override all other considerations.

· Industrial workers were given higher pay and rewarded with medals. Some social security benefits were provided.

The real facts of life in the Soviet Union were very different.

· The Five Year Plans increased production, but not quality. 50% of tractors broke down. Managers of plants cheated in any way they could, because if they did not reach the target figures they might be shot.

· A seven day week was introduced. 

· Absence from work became a crime. 

· Skilled workers were not allowed to leave their jobs. An internal passport was introduced.

· As more people crowded into the cities to work in industry, living standards fell. 

· Pay did not keep up with rises in prices. 

· Stalin used the secret police to force people to accept his changes. 

· Agricultural production suffered as Kulaks destroyed their crops and animals, rather than hand them over. In 1932 to 1934 there was a massive famine which killed 5,000,000 people.

· People who objected found themselves in slave labour camps, called Gulags. These were often in Siberia or in Northern Russia, where the weather in winter was very cold. Here they worked with little food for ten years or more. Many died from exhaustion. Altogether at least 7,000,000 people disappeared in the Purges, perhaps twice or even three times that number.

· Stalin forced some ethnic groups to move from their homelands to Siberia. Whole populations were transported from southern Russia to the east.
Stalin and the Second World War

In August 1939 Stalin made a pact with Hitler, the Nazi-Soviet Pact, and this put off war between the two countries until June 1941. But when the war began Stalin was taken by surprise. The Germans advanced deep into the Soviet Union in a massive three-pronged attack, Operation Barbarossa. Stalin had not taken notice of warnings that Germany was about to attack. The Red Army had been crippled by the Purges.

· To win the war, Stalin ordered the countryside to be destroyed ('a scorched earth policy') as the Red Army retreated, he also appealed to Soviet citizens to defend their motherland. 

· He called the war the ‘Great Patriotic War. A great deal of propaganda was produced to urge the Soviet peoples to fight.
· Stalin appealed for people to fight for 'Mother Russia' - many Russians in areas occupied by the Germans became partisans, ambushing and murdering Germans, acting as spires, blowing up bridges and railways lines

· Those men not in the army, women and children worked in factories or helped to dig vast tank traps and other defences
· Whole factories, even towns were moved further east out of the reach of the German armies. By 1943 the USSR was producing more war material than Germany

· The key turning-point was the battle of Stalingrad. 

· Stalin left military matters to his generals, in particular Marshal Zhukov. Unlike Hitler he did not constantly interfere. He also stayed in the Kremlin to convince the Soviet people that he believed that the Soviet Union would win.
What effects did the war have on the Soviet Union?

· 1,710 towns, 70,000 villages and 84,000 schools were destroyed and 28,000,000 people died. Rationing was introduced, holidays were abolished and the average working week was 77 hours.  By the end of the war, 25 million Russians were homeless and for several years many people lived in tents, mud huts or trenches in the ground. 

· Most of European Russia was destroyed. Most of the advances of the 1930s were wiped out.
· Stalin moved huge numbers of people whose loyalty was doubtful to the east where it is estimated 500,000 died ofhardship
What effects did the war have on Stalin?

· During the war the Soviet people suffered terribly. This made Stalin determined that this should never happen again. 

· He remembered that the Western Allies had intervened in the Civil War in 1918-9 and he suspected that they had encouraged Hitler in the 1930s. 

· Britain and France had turned down an offer of an alliance with the Soviet Union in 1938.

· The Allies had delayed invading France until 1944.

· This made Stalin very suspicious of the West. He believed that they had wanted the Soviet Union to destroy itself fighting Germany on its own. 
· His own reputation was enhanced at home and abroad - he had attended international conferences
Blitzkrieg did not succeed in the Soviet Union for several reasons

· The invasion had been sanctioned too late, June. There was not enough time to achieve its objectives before the onset of winter. The delay was due to events in the Balkans where Hitler had to prop up his Italian ally, Mussolini. Moreover, Operation Barbarossa was too ambitious with its three-pronged attack dividing the German forces. 

· Stalin provided firm leadership and ordered the Soviet armies to retreat so they could fight another day. During this retreat, they carried out the scorched earth policy by which they destroyed all resources which could be used by the advancing German armies. 

· The Germans failed to capture the cities - particularly Stalingrad - by November 1942 the Germans were surrounded in Stalingrad. Hitler had refused to let them break out. In January 1943 300,000 the survivors surrendered

· The German supply lines were too long and were harassed by partisans

· In July 1943 the Germans launched a major tank offensive at Kursk - the Germans were unable to match the Soviet air power (10x the Germans) and lost huge numbers of tanks

· The Soviet War Economy - the Soviets successfully moved 2500 industrial plants and 25 million workers east and out produced the Germans

· The most important reason was the change in the weather conditions in November 1941. Heavy rain destroyed the already poor Russian road system and slowed down the advancing German armies. It was followed by the severe Russian winter with temperatures falling below -30 degrees centigrade. The German armed forces were not equipped for such severe weather conditions and many died of frostbite

Post War Soviet Union

Why were there further purges in the late 1940s and early 1950s?

· Stalin was suspicious of Soviet soldiers who had surrendered to the Germans. Many were murdered 

· Some areas of the Soviet Union, such as Georgia and the Baltic states had welcomed the German invasion and they faced major purges
· Entire ethnic groups who he believed had collaborated with the Germans were deported to Central Asia and Kazakhstan - e.g. the Crimean Tartars

· There was systematic purging of Jews - justified in light of an alleged plot by Jewish doctors to kill Stalin  in 1952 and spelt out in the state press
· Anyone who dared to question Stalin's policies was purged - most notably poets, artists, scientists and musicians

· The pregnant partner of the novelist Pasternak was arrested and treated so badly she lost the child

· The composer Shostakovich found his works were no longer performed

· Stalin's suspicions of the Western countries led him to demand still greater attention to state security and the removal of rivals. It became a crime to tune into foreign radio stations

· He feared plots against him from the army - he transferred high ranking officers such as Marshal Zhukov to less important posts and increased the Communist Party's control of the Army

· He promoted younger men like Leonid Brezhnev to weaken the power of other leading communists such as Molotov, Beria or Khrushchev

· Stalin was uncertain of the loyalty of the Leningrad based Communist Party members - after the death of the Leningrad leader Zhadanov, 1000s were arrested

· He ensured the loyalty of his senior officials by targeting their families - Molotov's wife was arrested as were the sons of Mikoyan 

What economic plans followed the war?

· The Fourth Five Year Plan (1946-50) aimed to restore the economy to pre-war levels - industrial production recovered quickly with the help of one million slave labourers and economic material looted from East Germany
· Rationing continued long after the war - harvests stayed low - many of the fittest workers had lost their lives in the war, wages were lower than in industry (wages were less than 20% of those in industry), machines had been destroyed in the war, horses killed and there was a nationwide drought in 1946

· The Fifth Five Year Plan (1951 onwards) was less successful as large amounts of resources were diverted to ambitious public building projects when the resources could have been better used on housing as there was severe shortage of houses 
What problems did Stalin leave behind?

· The Soviet Union was involved in the Cold War - which meant huge amounts of money had to be spent on arms development and maintaining control of Eastern Europe

· Collectivisation had not solved the food shortages; Serious shortages in housing

· Central Control of the Economic planning had destroyed local initiatives to sort out problems in industry

· Local managers lied about production figures to avoid being punished

· Too much emphasis on heavy industry meant that consumer goods had been neglected
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The Red Scare
Why was there a Red Scare?
In the 1950s the USA was in the grip of extreme anti-communism. If you were thought to be communist you could be 'blacklisted', sacked or even attacked. This came about for 9 key reasons:
1. Fear of communism: Two different ideologies – Communism was associated with dictatorship, state run economy, security police, unfair justice and equality for all. Capitalism was associated with democracy, free trade, civil rights, fair justice, free trade and individualism. Many Americans feared Communism especially after Stalin’s purges of the 1930s.
2. Spying: It was partly the influence of the early Cold War. Relations between the USA and USSR had turned sour. US agents were spying on the USSR - so it was reasonable for Americans to believe that the Soviet Union was doing the same to them. 

3. Cold War: The Soviets occupied most of Eastern Europe by 1945 and had imposed Communist regimes in these areas by 1949. In 1949 China had turned Communist. In 1950 the USA became involved in the war in Korea, supporting the South Koreans in their resistance against the communist north. This involvement worsened anti-communist feeling. Americans feared a ‘red tide’ of communism expanding and affecting their trade and allies. This was only enhanced when the Soviets exploded an Atomic Bomb in 1949 - well ahead of when the USA was expecting it.
4. FBI and FELP: The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) had a strongly anti-communist director, J. Edgar Hoover. In 1947, under the Federal Employee Loyalty Program set up by President Truman, the FBI investigated government employees to see if they were current or former members of the Communist Party. From 1947 to 1950 around 3 million were investigated. Nobody was charged with spying.

5. HUAC: From the 1930s, the US Congress had the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC), which had the right to investigate anyone suspected of doing anything un-American. 'Un-American' mostly meant communism. In 1947 HUAC became big news. The FBI had evidence that a number of prominent Hollywood writers, producers and directors were members of the Communist Party. 

6. Hollywood Ten: In 1947 the so-called 'Hollywood Ten' were brought before the HUAC. They were doing nothing illegal as they were not government employees and refused to answer questions, pleading the First Amendment. They were jailed for one year for contempt of court and 'blacklisted'. All this made front-page news.

7. Hiss Case: In 1948 a man called Whittaker Chambers faced the HUAC and admitted being a communist. He also said that Alger Hiss, a high-ranking member of the US State Department, was a communist. Hiss denied this and said he did not know Chambers. President Truman dismissed the case. Richard Nixon, a young member of the HUAC, investigated further and showed that Hiss had known Chambers. In 1950 Hiss was imprisoned for five years for perjury.

8. Rosenbergs: Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were arrested for spying in 1950. In 1951 they were found guilty of spying for the USSR and passing on atomic secrets. Two years later they were executed. The evidence against the Rosenbergs was flimsy, although coded telegrams between the Rosenbergs and Soviet agents were later discovered.

9. McCarran Act (1950): The Hiss and Rosenberg cases led Congress to pass the McCarran Act, which required that all communist organisations had to be registered with the US government. No communist was allowed to carry a US passport or work in the defence industries.

What were the effects of the Hiss Case?

· People thought he had been a spy even though he had not been found guilty of spying
· Congress passed the McCarran Act in 1950 denying communists US passports and limiting the work they could do

· People' fear that the government had been infiltrated by Communists grew and they were susceptible to McCarthyism

What were the effects of the Rosenberg Case?

· Many people blamed the Rosenbergs for the Soviets learning to make atomic bombs

· People' fear that the government had been infiltrated by Communists grew and they were susceptible to McCarthyism

· Mass demonstrations broke out in the USA at the harsh treatment of the Rosenbergs - because the evidence was slightly confused and because they had a young son

McCarthyism
Why was McCarthy so successful?
Fear of Communism

· Many Americans believed that he was defending the country; they saw him as a crusader against communism. 

· Many Americans believed that communism was a real threat to the USA and believed McCarthy’s statements. In 1950 and 1951 the communist victories in Korea gave McCarthy a perfect opportunity

McCarthy's tactics

· McCarthy was also clever, he always attacked and if anybody stood up to him he tried to smear them as well. This meant that few people were prepared to stand up to him, not even President Truman. 

· Fear of opposing him as a result of the Tydings case: Democrat Senator Millard Tydings declared that the charges lacked foundation. McCarthy accused Tydings of being a communist. In the 1952 elections the Republicans did very well, winning many seats. Tydings lost his seat to a supporter of McCarthy.
· McCarthy attacked journalists who opposed him as having communist sympathies, making a number too scared to speak out

· Precise claims: He claimed, using FBI loyalty board investigations, that he had a list of over 200 communists in the State Department. This brought widespread publicity. 
McCarthy's position

· McCarthy was the Chairman of the Government Committee on the Operation of the Senate. This gave him real power in Washington and access to television and the media.
· Senate investigations: As chairman of a Senate committee, McCarthy began to investigate communist activities in the government. Throughout 1952 and 1953, McCarthy extended his investigations and turned his committee into a weapon to increase his personal power.
Use of the Media

· He used the media. McCarthy was a skilful and powerful speaker, able to mix up facts with lies until it was difficult to know what to believe. He used speeches, TV interviews and interviews for newspapers to get his ideas out.
· The multiple untruth – by repeating issues regularly people began to believe them - and by grabbing headlines he took advantage of the anti-communist hysteria that was building up in the USA. 
· High profile attacks: He targeted high-profile figures and accused them of communist activities. One was General George Marshall who had been responsible for the Marshall Plan of 1947. Marshall was accused of being at the centre of a gigantic communist conspiracy against the USA. Eisenhower was too scared of losing votes to oppose him.

Support from his fellow Republicans

· Presidential Backing made him look correct: In 1953 President Eisenhower agreed to an investigation of the Civil service and nearly 7,000 people lost their jobs.
· In 1952 the Republicans did not challenge his ideas because it was helpful to them to show that the Democrats were soft on Communism

What were the effects/importance of McCarthyism?

· Lives ruined: Thousands were ruined by McCarthy's witch-hunt. May 1953 to October 1954: 6924 government workers lost their jobs. None went on trial. False accusations led to people being 'blacklisted', which meant they could not find work. Over 100 university lecturers were fired due to McCarthy, and 324 Hollywood personalities were blacklisted.
· It showed the extent of anti-communism in the USA. It brought great suffering to those accused of communist activities and sympathies
· 25 US states passed anti-Communist laws. Anti-communist groups were set up to beat up suspected communists and hound them out of their homes and jobs
· It showed that many Americans wanted to return to the traditional values that had been disrupted by the chaos of the 1920s and 1930s and then the war years. Supporters of McCarthy would have liked women to stay in the home, black people to be content with their lowly place in society, and all rock and​ roll music to be banned.
· McCarthyism took place at a time when the USA was the leader of the 'free' Western world in its struggle to stop the spread of communism. Yet the witch-hunt which was a key feature of the McCarthy period showed the sort of intolerance supposed to be typical of communist-controlled countries.
The end of McCarthyism - McCarthyism ended in 1954 for several reasons:
· Influential opposition: There was much influential opposition to McCarthy's activities. Many senators and some top Hollywood stars spoke up against his activities. 

· Newspapers: Quality newspapers such as the Washington Post and New York Times produced reports which seriously challenged McCarthy's activities. 

· Army Hearings: In 1954 McCarthy went too far. He accused 45 army officers of being communist agents. The hearings that followed were televised. McCarthy was rude, abusive and had a bullying manner. In contrast the army's attorney, Joseph Welch, was polite and humiliated McCarthy. 

· Personal decline: McCarthy's popularity fell dramatically. He became an alcoholic and died three years later.

The Growth of the Civil Rights Movement in the 1950s

Racism in the 1950s
Although some progress had been made during the Second World War, racism was still an everyday experience for black people, particularly in the southern states of the USA.
Why did Black Americans protest in the 1950s and 1960s?
Discrimination
· Black Americans (about 12% of Americans) are descended from the slaves brought over from Africa to work the tobacco, cotton and sugar plantations. They were theoretically freed in 1863, but still suffered from poverty, segregation and discrimination of all kinds. 

· In the southern states in the USA blacks had their own, separate, cafes, cinemas, transport, toilets, etc. Jim Crow Laws prevented blacks from voting and enforced separate, and unequal, schools. These were state laws that forced, for example, blacks to pass tests in order to vote. Many suffered violence and intimidation at the hands of the Ku Klux Klan. 
· No vote - Black Americans had officially been given the vote in the early years of the twentieth century but violence and literacy tests often prevented black Americans from voting.

· Discrimination - Black Americans faced official and legal discrimination in areas such as employment and education. In the south, white teachers earned 30 per cent more than black teachers. The best universities were closed to black people.

Organizations and the impact of the war

· The NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People), which had been founded in 1909, particularly tried to raise the issue of their denial of civil rights. Their membership grew in the war years from 50,000 in 1940 to 450,000 in 1945 

· The experiences of black Americans during the war, where the served alongside white Americans encouraged hopes that there would be real changes when the war ended. In the war there had been a 'double v' campaign calling for victory in the war abroad and at home gaining further civil rights. 
· CORE was founded in 1942 and used Gandhi's non-violent methods - such as sit ins - to end segregation

· Migration of Black Americans in the war years had increased racial tension in America's northern and western cities

Presidential support

· FDR had encouraged the Civil Rights movement in the war years by reducing discrimination in the armed forces and demanding fair employment for Black Americans in those companies gaining government contracts

· Truman had attempted to pass an anti-lynching law and introduce a Civil Rights Act in 1948 but both issues were rejected by his fellow Democrats

Key methods used by the Civil rights movement:

Legal challenges, direct non-violent action, empowerment of the people, marches and speeches, violent protest
1. Legal challenges
The struggle for equal education

· Challenging inequality through the legal system was the method favoured by the NAACP civil rights campaigners. They took an individual case all the way to the Supreme Court, which decided in their favour, thus forcing the states to act.

· For decades it had been legal in the USA for states to have separate schools for black and white children. Schools for black children were always less well equipped.

· The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and the black civil rights lawyer Thurgood Marshall had brought a series of complaints about segregated schools in the 1940s. Judge Julius Waring ruled that states had to provide equal education for black and white students but said nothing about integration.
The Brown v Board of Education of Topeka case of 1954 showed further progress in education. 

· In 1954 Oliver Brown used the Supreme Court ruling to take the City of Topeka in Kansas to court for forcing his daughter to attend a school a long way away, instead of being allowed to go to a nearby ‘whites only’ school. 

· The NAACP supported the case and Brown was represented by Thurgood Marshall, who later became the first black member of the Supreme Court. 

· Eventually Oliver Brown won his case. 
What was the effects of the Brown vs Topeka case?
· In 1954 the Supreme Court declared that all segregated schools were illegal, because separate must mean unequal

· In 1955 the Supreme Court ordered all states with segregated schools to integrate black and white schoolchildren. It ordered the southern states to set up integrated schools 'with all deliberate speed'.
· By 1957 300,000 black children were attending schools that had been desegregated

· The KKK began to re-emerge and White Citizens' councils were set up that aimed to maintain segregation

· Opposition built up in Congress: more than 100 southern senators and congressmen signed the Southern Manifesto - opposing desegregation in education

· Further challenges to segregation in education followed - not least the Little Rock Case - with the hope of obtaining federal government support - something that had been lacking

A legal challenge was also used at Little Rock in Arkansas. 

· By 1957 Arkansas had not introduced integrated education. 

· The Supreme Court ordered the state governor, Orval Faubus, to allow Elizabeth Eckford and eight other black students tried to enrol at Little Rock High School in Arkansas. 

· They were stopped by Faubus, who surrounded the school with the state National Guard. He claimed that they were using the troops to protect the children

· President Eisenhower sent federal troops to escort her and protect her and the other students. 

· After a month they were replaced by National Guardsmen under the orders of the President, they stayed at the school for a year
Why was Little Rock important?

· It forced President Eisenhower, who would have preferred to do nothing, to take some action.
· It demonstrated that the states would be overruled by the federal government when necessary
· In 1957 Eisenhower introduced the first Civil Rights Act since 1875. It set up a commission to prosecute anybody who tried to deny American citizens their rights.

· It attracted world-wide attention and was on television screens across the USA - this was a worry because the USA was accusing other countries of being oppressive
· Many US citizens saw the racial hatred of the southern states for the first time

· Black activists realized that direct action was needed - not just reliance on the courts
· When Faubus closed all the schools in Arkansas in September 1958, he was forced to reopen them to black and white students by the Supreme Court.
But by 1963 there were only 30,000 children at mixed schools in the South, out of a total of 2,900,000 and none at all in Alabama, Mississippi or South Carolina.

2. Direct action: non-violent protest
The Montgomery bus boycott

This took place in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1955 and is normally seen as the beginning of the civil rights movement.
Why did the black people of Montgomery boycott the buses for 381 days in 1955-56?
· In Montgomery a local law stated that black Americans were only allowed to sit on the back seats of buses and had to give up those seats if white people wanted them
· Rosa Parks, an NAACP activist, deliberately refused to give up her seat and was arrested and convicted of breaking the bus laws
· Local civil rights activists set up the Montgomery Improvement Association (MIA), led by Martin Luther King. They boycotted the buses and organised private transport for people. 
· Martin Luther King gave an inspirational speech on the 5th December 1955 at a rally attended by 7000 residents

· Civil rights lawyers wanted to fight Rosa Parks' case in court. In December 1956 the Supreme Court declared Montgomery's bus laws illegal. 
What were the effects/importance of the Montgomery Bus Boycott?
· It was a great success and the first major example of non-violent direct action. It showed how powerful black people could be if they worked together.

· It showed Black Americans that they could overcome the discrimination in the American South by working together – the bus company lost 65% of its revenue

· It also showed Black Americans that they could work with the Federal Government and the Supreme Court to overcome the laws put in place by local government

· Positive publicity was obtained for the cause of Civil Rights by the dignified non-violent protests of the CR movement in Montgomery – particularly Rosa Parks

· A leader was brought to the fore of the movement – Martin Luther King – and he led the way with other non-violent but highly visible protests like sit-ins and marches

· Other groups were stimulated into action to ensure that segregation on buses and other public places was ended – e.g the Freedom Riders

· It stimulated more opposition from white people – the KKK and other groups – who wanted to defend the ‘Jim Crow laws’. This brought more publicity for the Civil Rights movement
Sit-ins
· In February 1960 in Nashville, Tennessee, 500 students organised sit-ins in restaurants, libraries and churches. 

· Their college expelled them but then backed down when 400 teachers threatened to resign.

· By May 1960 the town had been desegregated
· In early 1960 students held a 'sit in' in the Woolworths branch in Greensboro, North Carolina demanding to be served at the 'whites only' lunch counter. This sit in grew and a boycott spread to all lunch counters in the town that were segregated. Students had to endure violence and assaults, but did not respond
· Sales dropped and the all lunch counters were integrated

· King visited Greensboro at the height of the sit ins

· By April 1960 students in 78 communities across the south had held sit ins

· 70,000 black and white students had been involved; 2000 people were arrested

· 'Sit ins' evolved into 'kneel ins' in churches, 'wade ins' in pools, 'sleep ins' in motels, 'read ins' in libraries

· Massive publicity for non-violent movement

· In April 1960, the Student Non-violent Co-ordinating Committee (SNCC) was formed. Many SNCC workers dropped out of their studies to work full-time in those areas that were most resistant to integration. It was helped by a grant of $800 from the SCLC. In 1961 it began to focus on increasing voter numbers.
Freedom riders
· In May 1961 both white and black members of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) began a form of protest known as 'freedom rides' in the southern states.

· They deliberately rode on buses run by companies that were ignoring laws banning segregation. 

· They faced much violence and opposition - in Anniston, Alabama a bus was firebombed; in Montgomery, Alabama white racists beat up some of the freedom riders; in Jackson, Mississippi 27 freedom riders were jailed for 67 days for sitting in a whites only section of the bus station; in Birmingham, Alabama the police were given the day off and JFK had to intervene
· CORE's membership doubled to 52,000 by December 1961
· By September, 70,000 students had taken part and 3600 had been arrested. 

· Over 100 cities in 20 states were affected
· September 1961 the Interstate Commerce Commission issued a regulation that prohibited carriers of interstate passengers from having anything to do with any terminal facilities which involved segregation

By 1961 the civil rights movement had become a national movement. Many Americans were becoming aware of the unfair way in which black people were treated, especially in the southern states.

Martin Luther King did not invent the tactic of direct action. This had developed as a result of the key education and transport cases of the 1950s and early 1960s. He did, however, provide national leadership for such action and ensured massive publicity for the cause of civil rights within and beyond the USA.

Why was Martin Luther King so important?
· The symbolism of the Montgomery Bus Boycott as one of the foundational actions of the Civil Rights movement - and copied by others. MLK was crucial to the success of this.

· His stress on visible campaigning won world wide backing and forced the federal government to act
· He believed passionately in non-violent protest and favoured actions such as the bus boycott and sit-ins - he also used picketing and jail ins (deliberately getting arrested to get media attention)

· He was an inspiring speaker - convincing people to act despite the threats they faced
· He won increased support for the civil rights movement by appealing to students. 
· He helped found the SCLC (Southern Christian Leadership Conference) in 1957 - this was black led and black run - and used boycotts and sit ins

· His devout religious beliefs and unwavering faith won him many supporters

· He was not intimidated when his house was fire-bombed or by the many hate-letters he received

· He worked with Kennedy to encourage legislation and federal support

· The Civil Rights movement had less momentum without him - it was no longer in the public eye as much, it grew more violent and thus had its image tarnished, and actions such as Resurrection City a campaign for poor black people failed without his speeches and leadership
3. Empowering the people – working with the Federal Government

Eisenhower in light of the protests of the 1950s passed the Civil Rights Act of 1957

· US Commission of Civil Rights established - its first task was to look for evidence of racial discrimination in voting rights in Montgomery

· Emphasized the right of all people to vote, regardless of colour or race

· Allowed the federal government to intervene if individuals were stopped from voting

· Stated that all people had the right to serve on juries

King had three key aims in working with the Federal Government

· Get the Blacks the vote so they could have more say in housing, education and policing 

· Pass a Civil Rights Act

· Use Federal power to get the states to obey the law
Voter Education Project, 1961
· In the summer of 1961 the main civil rights groups - SNCC, CORE and NAACP - met with the Attorney-General, Robert Kennedy, brother of the new president, John F. Kennedy. 

· Together they devised the Voter Education Project, which aimed to get more black people registered to vote
· 650,000 new registrations occurred but there were still many ways Blacks were stopped from voting

· SNCC workers were harassed - churches were bombed, workers were shot at; those who managed to register often found themselves sacked from their jobs

Meredith Case
· In 1962 Kennedy sent the National Guard and federal soldiers into Mississippi to make sure that a black student, James Meredith, could take his place at a university. But when rioting followed, 2,000 troops were needed to keep order. 2 people were killed in the riots

· 300 soldiers had to stay on campus until he received his degree three years later

· The federal intervention in Mississippi helped to lead other universities to allow black people to attend

Kennedy's actions

· Kennedy talked of achieving equality for Black people
· He appointed 5 black federal court judges including Thurgood Marshall, an NAACP activist

· He appointed his own brother as Attorney General

· He appointed other black Americans to his administration, such as Carl Rowan as Deputy Secretary of State and George Weaver as Assistant Secretary of Labour

· He threatened legal action against the state of Louisiana for refusing to fund integrated schools

· He threatened to evict the Washington Redskins from their federally funded stadium unless they hired black players

The Civil Rights Act, July 1964
· In November 1963 Kennedy was assassinated. His successor, Lyndon Johnson, was just as committed to civil rights. 

· On 2 July 1964 he signed the Civil Rights Act:

· Made segregation in education, hotels, motels, restaurants, lunch counters, theatres and housing illegal

· Stated that all Americans were entitled to equal employment opportunities (EEOC set up)
· Stated that all Federal projects must include racial integration (FEPC resurrected from FDR's days)

· Placed responsibility on the Federal Government to bring cases to court where discrimination occurred

‘Freedom summer’
· The summer of 1964 was known as the 'freedom summer'. King and the SNCC continued to encourage black Americans to register to vote. 

· In the twenty months that followed the Civil Rights Act, 430,000 black Americans registered to vote.
Voting Rights Act, 1965

· King’s pressure and willingness to compromise helped President Johnson to push through a Voting Rights Bill which finally became law in 1965

· The Act allowed government agents to inspect voting procedures to make sure that they were taking place properly. 

· It also ended the literacy tests that voters had previously had to complete before they voted
· It was presumed that if less than 50% of the Black population had registered to vote then discrimination was occurring

· By the end of 1965 250,000 more black Americans had registered to vote

· A further 750,000 registered by 1968
· After 1965 five major cities had black mayors.
Further Laws

· In April 1968, the Open Housing Law banned discrimination in the sale or rental of houses. 

· Civil Rights Act, 1968: Banned discrimination in housing and made it a Federal offence to injure civil rights workers, or even to cross a state boundary with the intention of committing such a crime.
4. Gain results through marches and speeches
March on Birmingham, Alabama April 1963

· In April 1963 King organised a march on Birmingham, Alabama, as the city had still not been desegregated. 

· The aim of the march was to turn attention on Birmingham and expose its policies to national attention. 

· Police Chief Bull Connor ordered police and fire officers to turn dogs and fire hoses on the peaceful protesters. 

· The police arrested over 1000 protesters, including King. 

· King's tactics worked, as President Kennedy forced Governor George Wallace to release the protesters and desegregate Birmingham.
March on Washington, August 1963

· In August 1963 King staged his most high-profile event to keep up the momentum after the Birmingham March - and because there were a growing number of activists unhappy with the slow progress who could drift towards violence
· Over 200,000 black and 50,000 white Americans marched together to Washington to pressure Kennedy to introduce a civil rights bill. 

· There was no trouble and King gave his famous 'I have a dream' speech.
· A major effect of the march was that King met Kennedy to discuss Civil Rights legislation and Kennedy let King know of his desire to pass a Civil Rights Act

Selma, Alabama, 1965

· King continued to target areas where discrimination was worst. 

· In 1965 there were two months of attempts to register voters in Selma, Alabama - only 383 Black Americans out of 15,000 had been able to register to vote. King and his followers were subject to beatings, one was murdered.

· King organised a march through Selma. It had a notoriously racist sheriff called Jim Clark; King wanted to protest against the violence being used to stop black voters from registering. King was expecting a brutal response.
· The authorities banned the march but 600 people went ahead and were brutally attacked. 

· The media called it 'Bloody Sunday'. 

· King organised a second march but compromised with President Lyndon Johnson by turning back after a certain distance. This lost King the support of the more radical black activists.
· In return Johnson passed the Voting Rights Act

In April 1968 King was assassinated, probably by a hired killer, although it has never been proved which of King's enemies hired the assassin.
Key Questions:

Why did Black Americans protest for greater Civil Rights in the 1950s?

What methods were used by the Civil Rights movement in the 1950s and 1960s?

What were the main effects of the non-violent direct action tactics used in the campaigns of the 1960s?

What was the role played by Martin Luther King in the Civil Rights movement?

Why did the Civil Rights movement change its methods during the 1950s and 1960s?

5. Violent Protests: Black Nationalism and Black Power

Black Nationalism became more popular in the 1960s and won much support. Most black nationalists rejected the non-violence of the civil rights movement. They felt violence was justified to achieve full equality. Some even wanted complete separation from the rest of the USA.
Why did the Black Power movement develop?

· The pace of change was too slow; King was prepared to wait for his tactics to work - and that the violence being meted out by white people deserved a response - e.g. Selma, 1965
· In the northern cities Black people still faced discrimination and young, poor black people were easily mobilised in the ghettos that had sprung up - 75% of the Nation of Islam, by 1960, were under 35.
· They believed that US society was fundamentally white and that nothing would change it.

· There was growing interest in Islam, which was seen as a black religion.

· There was a rejection of the idea of integration and in some cases a demand for a separate black society.

· Malcolm X was a leader of the Black Muslims and founded the Nation of Islam. He advocated violence as a means of self-defence for blacks. Malcolm X argued that the March on Washington was a farce.
· Stokeley Carmichael wanted to set up a separate black society. He became the leader of the SNCC in 1966 and turned it into a violent organisation. He wanted blacks to have pride in their heritage and not depend on white support
· There was a growing feeling that the white run state was cruel  and corrupt - a number of race riots started after police brutality towards black young men
· The Black Panthers, founded in 1966, wanted to start a race war against white Americans.

What was the impact of Malcolm X and the Nation of Islam?
· The Nation of Islam was led by Elijah Mohammad. 

· This group attracted high-profile figures such as the boxer Cassius Clay (later known as Muhammad Ali).

· Malcolm X was bitterly critical of King's methods and believed the civil rights movement held black Americans back. 
· He was a superb organiser and his brilliant speeches helped increase membership of the group to about 100,000 in the years 1952-64
· He wanted to see black people rise up and use force if necessary to set up their own separate state in the USA. 
· He credited with reconnecting Black Americans with their African heritage and spreading Islam among the black community in the USA

· He travelled across the USA preaching

· He set up educational and social programmes for black youths in the black ghettos

· Malcolm X's separatist ideas had a major impact on the Black Power movement

· He is suggested to have raised the self-esteem of black people

· He was assassinated in 1965.
Black Power and Black Panthers

· The SNCC became more radical when the black student Stokely Carmichael was elected chairman in 1966. He talked of 'black power' and criticised King.

· An even more radical group was the Black Panthers. They had around 2000 members and were a political party and a small private army. 

· They believed that black Americans should arm themselves and force the white Americans to give them equal rights. 

· They clashed many times with the police, killing nine police officers between 1967 and 1969.

Race Riots

· Between 1965 and 1967 American cities suffered a wave of race riots.
· This was mainly due to poor relations between the police, who were mainly white and black people. They were not organised by any particular group
· They were a reaction to the overcrowding and poor services for black people - something King had begun to tackle in 1967
· Many black working-class people did not feel they got the same protection from crime as white people.

· Many black rioters were influenced by the radical black nationalists.

· Others joined the riots because of their frustration with the way they were treated in the USA.

· The most serious riots were in the Watts area of Los Angeles in August 1965 (30,000 involved) and in Detroit in July 1967 (40 dead and hundreds injured).
· During three summers of riots more than 130 people were killed and the damage totaled more than $700 million

· The assassination of King triggered further violence - with riots in over 100 US towns - it take 55,000 soldiers to stop the riots and they caused $45 million worth of damage. 46 people died. Many people turned against the Civil Rights movement as a result of this violence. 
Kerner Report

· In 1967 Johnson appointed Governor Kerner of Illinois to head a commission to discover what was causing the riots.
· The report was published in April 1968 and stated that the main cause was frustration of young blacks. 
Why was there a women's movement?

Long term Factors

· Second World War: Many women had obtained independence and an income that most had had to stop at the end of the war

· More to life: Realisation that was more to life than the kitchen, children and husbands. 

· Stereotype: Women were determined to break out of the stereotype which the culture of the 1950s put them in. 1950s housewives were bored of the sameness of the Middle Class suburbs
· Discrimination: In 1960 some male dominated professions limited the number of women who could enter the profession: only 2 per cent of dentists could be women, 4 per cent of lawyers and 7 per cent of doctors. These limits clearly made it very difficult for women to enter professional careers. Women earned on average 59% of the income of a man doing the same job

· Women’s jobs: While it is true that there were many more women in paid employment in 1963 -6 million more than in 1950 -they were still working in traditional 'women's' jobs: secretaries, teachers, nurses and other low-paid, low-status employment. 

· Civil Rights Movement: They had seen the success of the Civil Rights Movement and many had played a part in that success.

Women were ready in the early 1960s to push for real social and political equality

Short Term Factors:

· Betty Friedan, with her 1963 book The Feminine Mystique didn't invent modem feminism, but she played a key role in creating a women's political movement to bring women greater rights. Her book showed that women didn't just want to be wives and mothers but also have careers 
· Sex: The easier availability of contraception -especially the Pill - meant that women could plan their families so as to have a career. 

· Education: Women were now much better educated so they could have a professional career. In 1950 there were 721,000 women at university. A decade later this had almost doubled to 1.3 million. 

· NOW: The Movement's first task was to convince women that they were the victims of inequality. In 1962 only 33 per cent of women thought this was true but by 1974 this percentage had risen to 66 per cent.

· Confidence: Women in the 1960s also had the self-confidence to organise themselves. 

· Student Movement: Many were also active in the student and anti-war movements. They learned from these and now applied what they had learned to do something for themselves. 

· CR Act: The 1964 Civil Rights Act had banned discrimination on the grounds of sex as well as race.

Key features of the Women’s Movement: 

Successes

· NOW: In 1966 a group of mostly white, middle-class women formed the National Organisation for Women (NOW). The National Organisation for Women set about attacking obvious examples of discrimination. Airline stewardesses, for example, were not allowed to marry and were forced to resign once they reached the age of thirty-two. Pilots (all men) weren't affected by these restrictions.

· Education: The 1972 Educational Amendment Act outlawed sex discrimination in education so that girls could now follow exactly the same curriculum as boys. Courses were re-written to show women in more positive roles outside the home and the kitchen so that schoolgirls had the confidence to aim for more interesting careers. 

· Abortion: Women made significant progress in social areas. Abortion became a legal right in 1973. Feminism and women's rights became an accepted part of political and cultural life. 

· Congress: Five women were elected to Congress in the early 1970s. 

· Ms: The feminist magazine, Ms, went on sale in 1972 and sold 250,000 copies in eight days. Women were now more aware of discrimination against them.

· Pay: Equal Pay Act (1963) required women to be paid the same as men for the same work

Failures:

· Wages: In 1970, 44 per cent of men earned over $25,000 a year while only 9 per cent of women did. However, a decade later this percentage for women had not changed. 

· Glass ceiling: Obvious discrimination against women had now been replaced by more subtle discrimination. Women simply found that they were being overlooked by their male bosses when it came to promotion. They had come up against a 'glass ceiling'. 
· Divisions: Some radical supporters of women's rights criticised NOW for being too middle class and white-dominated. They also objected to the fact that NOW continued to believe in marriage and was slow to support the demands of lesbians who argued that their way of life should be as acceptable as a heterosexual life-style.
· Opposition from women: There were also women who wanted nothing to do with the issue of women's rights at all. They objected to feminist slogans which described men as the enemy (‘don’t cook dinner tonight, starve a rat today', 'End human sacrifice -Don't get married!'). 

· Unpopularity of radicals: Radical Women were unpopular yet got publicity – e.g. Bra Burning and The Miss World Contest of 1968 (it was picketed by women and they crowned a sheep)

· Stop ERA: In 1967 NOW had proposed an Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). This would guarantee women equality as part of the Constitution. The Equal Rights Amendment was opposed by a group called Stop ERA, led by Phyllis Schlafly. The opponents won and ERA narrowly failed to become part of the Constitution because only 35 of the 38 states needed voted to support it. 

· Congress: By 1985 there were still only 24 women in Congress out of 535 members

Why was there opposition to the Women's movement?

· The changes over abortion in 1973 provoked the most controversy - some religious groups campaigned against it seeing it as murder
· Some opponents wanted women to remain as homemakers
· Other thought that omen should fight other battles - such as against poverty and racism
· The STOP ERA campaign came about because the ERA would remove certain privileges from women such as exemption from conscription, and some dependent wife benefits. She argued that many poor women who wanted to stay at home and be wives and mothers would be disadvantaged. 

The Student Movement

Why was there a student movement?

· Young people’s protest began in the 1950s:

· Beatnik poets, like Allen Ginsberg protested at the smug life of suburbia. He suggested dropping out, taking drugs etc. 

· Rock n’ roll outraged middle class America when it appeared in 1955. Teenagers’ music became a separate world.

· James Dean and Elvis Presley became heroes of the younger generation.

· Increased education meant that teenagers did not have to depend on their parents and had access to different ideas

· CR movement: Students, through the SNCC and CORE, were heavily involved in Civil Rights Movement. By the mid-1960s these students were ready to make use of what they had learned in the SNCC and CORE to push greater rights for themselves as students 

· Death of Kennedy: 1963, came as a shock to young people who had been inspired by his brief time as US president and raised questions about US society and Civil Rights. It encouraged civil disobedience as Kennedy himself backed the Freedom Riders

· Fear of nuclear war: after the close shave of the Cuban Missile Crisis many students campaigned for nuclear disarmament. 

· Vietnam War: Many students opposed the war in Vietnam. It was the issue of the Vietnam War, however, which brought large numbers of supporters to the SDS. The bombing of North Vietnam in 1965 led to many student protests. 3,000,000 Americans served in the war and their average age was nineteen.

· Pop music explosion: protest singers like Bob Dylan inspired people with lyrics attacking war and racism. The growth of pop music focused more attention on the younger generation

· 1968: Student protests around the world also had a major influence on American students.

Importance and Impact:

Challenge to parental authority from younger generations

· Students for a Democratic Society:  The leading student organisation was Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), set up in 1959 by Tom Hayden. 100,000 members by the end of the 1960s. SDS wanted students to have more say in what they were taught and in how their universities were run was also sympathetic to the problems of the poor and the disadvantaged in society.

· Berkeley: The SDS first became noticed nationally when it organised a sit against a ban on political activities at the University of California Berkeley in 1964. The sit-in was broken up by the police but it spark off a series of similar sit-ins and occupations across America. 

· 1968: The Student Movement reached a peak of activity in 1968. In that year students across the world staged violent demonstrations against their governments, the war in Vietnam, and their universities. In the United States 200 demonstrations took place. At Columbia University 700 students were arrested by the police. 
Civil Rights successes – registering people to vote and pressure from marches and demonstrations
Vietnam War – the USA began to look for peace from 1968 and pulled out in 1973 – in many ways these actions were caused by the protest movement
· Washington: In 1969, 700,000 people marched against the war in Washington DC. Students burned their draft cards and some openly supported the Communists in the war, chanting the name of the leader of Communist North Vietnam and its organisation, the NLF: 'Ho, Ho, Ho Chi Minh / the NLF is gonna win'.

· Kent State: National Guardsmen killed 4 anti-war protestors (protesting against Nixon’s invasion of Cambodia) at Kent State University in Ohio (1970)
Challenge to governmental authority/loss of trust in the government – bombing of Cambodia and demonstrations against Nixon

· Weathermen: By now the SDS had become much more Communist or revolutionary in its political views. Some of the members, calling themselves 'Weathermen', supported the use of violence against 'the system'. They took their name from a Bob Dylan song of the time: 'You don't need a weatherman to know which way the wind blows.' They believed that the wind was blowing in the direction of revolution. The Weathermen liked to bomb army recruitment centres and government buildings -though the only deaths caused were when a bomb went off accidentally and killed three Weathermen in March 1970.

· Campaign for nuclear disarmament (CND) continued into the 1980s

Hippy culture ongoing

· Hippies: Some students opted to drop out and become hippies. They did not work or study, they grew their hair long, talked of peace and love and experimented with sex and drugs.

The SDS began to fall apart at the beginning of the 1970s. Tom Hayden left the organisation. It only ever had support from students, and mostly white and middle-class ones at that. Its efforts to appeal to workers flopped. Indeed, trade unions organised demonstrations against the students. Hippies followed bands like the Grateful dead and Jefferson Airplane.

Nixon and Watergate

Key Features of the Watergate Crisis

Phase 1:

5 men - In June 1972 five men were arrested during a break-in to the headquarters of the Democratic Party in the Watergate building in Washington. 

CREEP - It was realised that these men were connected to the Committee to Re-Elect the President - Nixon's campaign organisation for the 1972 presidential election. 

Democrats - It was assumed that they intended to bug the rival Democratic Party's headquarters and see if they could find any 'dirt' on the Democratic Party to help the Republicans win the election.

Bernstein and Woodward - Two journalists on the Washington Post, Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward, took an interest in the story. They published the identity of the burglars and the activities of CREEP.

Deep Throat - These two men were largely responsible for getting to the truth of the whole affair, with the help of a secret informant called 'Deep Throat' - whose true identity is still unknown.

Phase 2:

Nixon’s Lies - Nixon denied that anyone in the White House had been involved in the plot. But one of those involved claimed that they had all been bribed by White House staff to keep quiet about the White House's role. 

Nixon’s bribes- One burglar received a cheque for $25,000. Eventually nearly $500,000 was paid to buy the silence of various people. However, at this stage the story aroused little interest and Nixon easily won the campaign to be re-elected President in November 1972. 

Nixon’s scapegoats - Eventually, largely because of the persist​ence of Woodward and Bernstein, Nixon admitted in April 1973 that his two top advisers (but not Nixon himself) had been involved in the break-in and these men, Bob Haldeman and John Ehrlichman, had now resigned. Both would later be jailed.

Phase 3:

The tapes - In July 1973 a former White House official told a Senate Investigation that Nixon secretly taped all conversations in the President's offices. 

Senate demands - The Senate told Nixon to hand over the tapes but he refused. Instead, in October 1973 he ordered the dismissal of the special judge, Archibald Cox, who was leading the investigation. 

Some handed over - Public and media pressure eventually forced Nixon to hand over seven of the nine tapes in December 1973 - and one of these had eighteen minutes missing. 

Nasty Nixon - These tapes showed Nixon to be foul-mouthed (though the swearwords were edited out), anti-Semitic and a many-times liar. 

Nixon resigns - Finally, in July 1974, Congress decided to impeach Nixon, and the Supreme Court ordered Nixon to hand over all the remaining tapes. He resigned in August 1974 rather than be impeached.
Why did Nixon resign?

The Media investigation had brought to light the nature of his presidency and the Cover up: 

· Bernstein and Woodward had uncovered the burglary, and details of CREEP and the attempted cover up by using sources deep within the White House – this investigation led to the true nature of Nixon’s presidency being revealed and led to the Senate investigations

· It is now believed that Nixon was paranoid and this led him to act the way he did: he believed that the whole world was against him, especially the press. He felt he had unfair opposition from politicians and liberal intellectuals – this paranoia was the catalyst for the plumbers and CREEP.

· His attitude to the investigation only exacerbated the problems faced by his presidency: he allowed others to resign rather than giving an apology or a clear explanation – and he attempted to stall the investigation in a number of ways

· The existence of the tapes appeared to confirm that there was a scandal and showed the true nature of Nixon the president:  foul-mouthed, an anti-Semite and a liar

Nixon was about to be impeached by the Senate on two major grounds: 

· Cover up - In August 1974 Nixon handed over the remaining tapes which clearly showed that he had been involved in the cover-up of the break-in and that he had illegally used money donated to his re-election campaign to buy the bur​glars' silence. 

· Abuse of power - Perhaps even more seriously he used government agencies to keep a watch over his personal political opponents rather than ene​mies of the country. When the FBI started its investigation into the affair he tried to use his power as President to stop it – one method was by asking the CIA to stop them. He did the same with the special judge investigating the scandal and succeeded in getting him dismissed.

The Watergate crisis had made Nixon even more unpopular with the people:

· Lies and cover up: Comments like ‘there will be no white wash in the White House’ and the refusal to hand over the full unedited version of the tapes damaged him

· He looked guilty: The resignation of key advisors suggested that there was a problem at the White House

· Vietnam: The media and the population were already angry with Nixon after the bombing of Cambodia and the problems of the Vietnam War

Consequences of Watergate

· Prison - over 30 White House officials and Nixon supporters went to prison
· The Republicans - the Republican Party lost 48 seats in the House of Representatives and 8 seats in the senate in the election of 1976

· Ford - Nixon was replaced by his Vice-President, Gerald Ford. Ford issued a presidential decree that pardoned Nixon (but not those who worked for him) for any criminal acts so that he could not be tried.

· New Laws - Opinions are divided on whether the affair harmed or strengthened the United States. Many Americans believed that Watergate showed how well America's political and legal system worked. After all, Nixon was found out and removed from office. Nixon had tried to increase danger​ously the power of the President and this had been stopped. Congress passed several new laws to keep the power of the President in check:

· The Freedom of Information Act (1974) made it more difficult for the government to keep information secret from the people. 

· Budget Act (1974) meant that presidents had to account for all the money they spent.

· Election Campaign Act (1974) limited the amount that of money that parties could raise for elections and banned foreign contributions

· Most importantly, the War Powers Act (1973) required the President to get the permission of Congress to use combat troops abroad for any period over 90 days.

· Loss of Trust - On the other hand, many Americans now trusted their government and Presidents much less. Some also realised that if Nixon hadn't taped his conversations or had destroyed them, then he would never have been caught, raising doubts about the US political system. Nixon had lowered the standing of the presidency by showing himself to be a liar, racist and foul-mouthed.

· Carter - In the 1976 presidential election Americans voted for the candidate they felt they could trust. They voted for the Democrat, Jimmy Carter. His most important policy statement was that he promised never to tell a lie. After Nixon, that seemed enough for most Americans.

B4: The USA, 1917-29

Why had the USA declared war in 1917?

· The USA declared war in 1917 after its shipping was attacked by German submarines (e.g. the Lusitania) and the Zimmermann Telegram had revealed that Germany had tried to persuade Mexico to invade the USA (in return for New Mexico, Arizona and Texas). 

· Certain members of the US government wanted to make the world safer for democracy

· But once the war was over, support for Isolationism returned.

The War and Black Americans

· Black soldiers were forced to do all labouring duties and there was opposition from some officers to arming them at all

· There were few Black officers

· Black and white soldiers did not live together and were not allowed to attend the same theatres or mess halls

· US propaganda was about protecting liberty in the world - many Black soldiers still did not have liberty at home

Woodrow Wilson and the Treaty of Versailles

· In January 1918, Woodrow Wilson put forward his Fourteen Points for a better world after the war. This included a peace-keeping organisation, the League of Nations and rejected harsh treatment of defeated Germany. 

· Woodrow Wilson arrived in Europe in December 1918 and was welcomed as a hero. 

· Wilson stayed until June 1919 and played a major part in the negotiations for the Treaty of Versailles. He did not get all he wanted, but the treaty included his plans for the League of Nations.

· However, Wilson was in for a shock on his return. The Senate decided not to accept the Treaty of Versailles and so the USA would not to join the League of Nations.

Why did America not join the League of Nations?

· Many Americans had come from Europe to start a new life. More than half of all Americans in 1919 had been born abroad. Their memories were of poverty, exploitation and a lack of freedom. They wanted nothing to do with Europe.

· Some Americans feared the dangerous ideas around in Europe: Communism, Anarchism, and Socialism. There were revolutions in Hungary and Germany following the Russian Revolution of 1917.

· 100,000 Americans had been killed and wounded in Europe. Many people regretted this and feared that further alliances would lead to further wars.

· Wilson had made himself unpopular by staying away for so long. He wore himself out travelling the USA trying to persuade people. He made himself more unpopular by not being ready to compromise on the deal.

· Many Americans thought that America could do much better on its own. American industry was ‘booming’ and they did not need any one else.

The Impact of the First World War on the USA

· The USA only declared war in April 1917, until then US industry had benefited from the war

· 120,000 US soldiers died and 200,000 were wounded

· The war cost the USA $22.5 billion

· During the First World War US industry had supplied Britain and France with materials for the First World War. US farmers increased exports of food to Europe 300%.

· US banks had lent large sums to Britain and Italy. US investors did well from the interest on loans to Europe. After the war they had money to invest in the USA. 

· US investors did well from the interest on loans to Europe of $10,300,000,000. After the war they had money to invest in the USA.

· The USA had hardly been affected by the devastation of the war and US industry had been able to take over export markets from Britain.

· The traditional US attitude towards foreign countries was isolationist.  This meant they thought the USA was better off having nothing to do with any other countries, including joining any alliances with other nations. 

· In the past, when sea transport was slow and the USA was a little nation of farmers, this did not matter. Now the USA was becoming an economic world power.

Mass Production and the Stock Market Boom

Federal policies

· The Republican governments were prepared to give business its head. As Calvin Coolidge said: 'the business of America is business'. They believed in 'rugged individualism' achieving success by hard work and in 'laissez-faire' policies - low taxes, few regulations.

· There were few attempts to regulate business. Taxes were cut, which encouraged people to spend more. He encouraged investment as this could lead to more jobs and better wages.

· In 1922 the government imposed the Fordney-McCumber Tariffs on imports. These made foreign goods very expensive, so people bought American goods.

· The tariffs were part of the return to ‘isolationism’ after the end of the war.

· Throughout the nineteenth century, the USA had had little to do with Europe. Many Americans had opposed entry into the First World War.

· In 1920, Congress refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles and the USA did not join the League of Nations.

· Warren Harding (Republican president 1921-23) adopted the slogan ‘America First’.

· Immigrants had come to the USA to escape the Old World; they did not want to be involved in the affairs of Europe.

· Isolation helped the US economy in the short term by protecting it from foreign competition.

· In the long term it harmed the economy; US industries were unable to sell abroad because other countries imposed tariffs against American goods.

Advantages of the US economy

· The USA had vast supplies of raw materials that had hardly been touched - oil, coal, wood, iron

· Many Americans were immigrants who had come to the USA looking for a land of opportunity. They were prepared to work hard and take chances.

· New industries developed, especially producing electrical goods and man-made fibres. These all benefited from the introduction of the production line. 

· The German chemical industry was held back by the war; the US took the lead, making dyes, fertilisers, plastics.

· It was a second industrial revolution, in consumer goods, like radios, cars, fridges, telephones, vacuums cleaners. 

· These goods were not new: they had previously been available only to the rich. Now they were sold, in millions, to a mass market. 

· The film industry boomed. By 1930, 95 million cinema tickets a week were being sold. 

Consumer Society

· Wages rose and prices remained the same or even fell. For the majority of workers in industry wages increased. Between 1923 and 1929 the average wage rose by 8%. 

· In other words workers had more spare money to spend on consumer goods. 

· The price of a motor car fell by 60% after the introduction of the assembly line.

· New methods of buying and selling and advertising were developed. Chain stores, hire purchase, mail order, travelling salesmen, the radio and the cinema were all exploited.

· By 1927 two-thirds of US homes had electricity. This stimulated the demand for electrical goods such as washing machines and vacuum cleaners. The growth in female employment had also increased the need for labour saving devices

Why was the car industry important to the boom of the 1920s?

· The motor car came to represent the American dream, by offering independence and adventure. 

· Cars fell in price dramatically, so that many American could afford them. They could be sold to a mass market because they could be made more cheaply, using assembly line methods. There were 30 million cars on US roads by 1930.

· Ford increased output by speeding up his workforce - the number of actions by any one worker went down

· He doubled wages to keep workers - and employed less skilled workers

· Henry Ford’s assembly line brought the average price of a car down from $850 in 1908 to $250 in 1925 - the Model T was multi-purpose and affordable 

· Henry Ford's ideas, based on 'Taylorism', the time and motion studies of Frederick Taylor, revolutionised America industry.

· 1925 ½ the world's cars were model Ts. 1927 Ford owned the biggest factory complex in the world in Michigan

· The car industry led to the creation of many jobs in factories supplying parts. For every worker in a car factory, there were ten more making components. Rubber and glass industries also benefited

· It also led to a growth in road building and other associated leisure industries, such as motels and supermarkets - and a growth in suburbs. Farms became less isolated

· Trade Unions were able to make little impact. Henry Ford would not allow unions in his car factories. This meant that workers could do little to improve their conditions.

What were the effects of the Boom?

· New industries boomed, but the old industries, such as coal, textiles, shipbuilding and iron and steel declined.

· There was huge investment in construction - new materials allowed for the development of taller buildings such as sky scrapers

· The construction industry also developed by building new office buildings, department stores, factories, houses in suburbs and hospitals

· There was a growth in the manufacture of bricks, glass, tiles, furniture and electrical goods

· The Transport Industry saw huge investment too - air travel grew in the 1920s and was seen as glamorous - the Spirit of St Louis flew from New York to Paris in May 1927. by 1929 there were 162,000 domestic and commercial flights

· Road building led to a doubling of the size of the road network

· Huge growth in the number of trucks on the roads - 1920 to 1930 this grew three fold to 3.5 million

· The first supermarket - 'Piggly Wiggly' opened in 1916 - and others followed in the 1920s

· The advertising industry grew - eye catching colour, catch phrases, women

· Magazine, newspaper, radio and cinema industries all grew

Speculation in shares

· As US industry boomed, so did company shares on the stock market.  Prices of shares went up, year after year. This was based on confidence that the boom would last.

· Speculators bought shares, hoping to make easy money. Some people borrowed money to buy shares; others bought ‘on the margin’ that is, only paying 10% of their value, hoping to make enough money to pay the full price later. 

· There were almost no controls on the buying and selling of shares or on the setting up of companies. 

· Some companies did not actually manufacture anything, just bought and sold shares. While there was confidence, the boom would last.

· In fact some companies did not exist at all. They used their name to attract investors and simply took their money. A number of bogus aeroplane companies were set up.

· The government of Presidents Harding and Coolidge made no effort to intervene or to regulate the buying and selling of shares.

Problems in the 1920s

Why did the old industries decline?

· The old industries were not able to make use of Henry Ford's new methods. They either produced raw materials or very heavy goods like ships.

· They also relied on government contracts and orders from big business. The new industries were mainly producing consumer goods. As wages rose, they could sell more.

· Fewer ships were needed after the First World War. The USA imported and exported less than during the war. 

· Passenger traffic on railways went down although freight increased by 10%

· Coal became less important as electricity and oil replaced steam power. Cotton and wool were replaced by man-made fibres, such as rayon - these were 50% cheaper to produce. There were job losses and cuts. 

· Rayon: 1920 4.5 million kg produced; 1929 50 million kg produced

· Fashions also meant that 1/3 of the material was needed to produce a dress in 1928 compared to 1913

· It was a city-based boom. Cities got bigger, as suburbs developed, higher skyscrapers were built. In the rural areas, or the areas of the old industries, there was very little change.

· In 1928 there was a strike in the coal industry of North Carolina where the workers were paid only $18 for a 70 hour week when $48 per week was considered the minimum required for a decent life

Farmers

· Farming did not do well in the 1920s. US agriculture had expanded during the First World War to sell food to Europe, but afterwards countries returned to growing their own again.

· The US introduced Tariffs to protect its farmers - but other countries reciprocated

· 1921 Emergency Tariff Act - import duties on wheat, sugar, meat, wool  

· 1922 Fordney-McCumber Act

· Foreigners could not buy US food because the high tariffs in other countries meant that they did not have dollars to spend. 

· There was also competition from the highly efficient Canadian wheat producers. Prohibition hit the production of barley.

· Improving mechanisation led to over production - by 1920 farmers were producing surpluses no wanted. In 1917 the Fordson tractor was introduced - 750,000 bought in one year; the Combine Harvester was also introduced

· There was also a growth in synthetic materials that replaced cotton and wool

· US farmers were over-producing food, and prices they got were very low. European countries would not from the USA, because the USA was not buying from Europe.

· Farmers had borrowed huge sums during the good years of 1914-1918 and over-extended - relying on paying back their loans with the profits made from high prices

· In 1921 prices fell by 50%. Many farmers were ruined. There were five times as many rural bankruptcies in the 1920s than in the twenty years previous.

· The weather did not help farmers - dust storms and floods affected their profitability

· 6 million rural Americans, mainly farm labourers, were forced off the land in the 1920s. Many of these were unskilled workers who moved to the cities.

· The US government did try to help: 1923 Agricultural Credits Act set up 12 Federal Credit banks to lend money to farmers - but the US Congress vetoed the McNary-Hausen Farm relief bill - which would have set up a Federal farm board to buy the surplus production at 1914 prices!

Industrial workers

· Although profits rose by 80%, wages rose by only 8%. Recent immigrants got the worst jobs with casual work and low pay.

· Wages were low in old industries facing world competition, like coal and textiles. 

· Mechanisation often replaced workers, especially skilled workers. There were always 2,000,000 unemployed throughout the 1920s. 

The Roaring Twenties

· The years of war led to a reaction in the 1920s, when many people were determined to have fun.

· People had more time - by 1927 two-thirds of US homes had electricity. This stimulated the demand for electrical goods such as washing machines and vacuum cleaners. The growth in female employment had also increased the need for labour saving devices

· Wealth - wages were higher in many sectors; people did well on the stock market. Hire purchase schemes made it easier to buy goods on credit. For the majority of workers in industry wages increased. 

· Between 1923 and 1929 the average wage rose by 8%. In other words workers had more spare money to spend on consumer goods. 

· As prices also fell, people had more money to spend on enjoying themselves. 

· Novelty became fashionable - new kids of music and new dances; new consumer goods

· Mobility increased as more people could afford cars - they could work further from home, new jobs such as travelling salesmen relied on the car. More people had time to 'motor' for pleasure - creating a whole web of new jobs such as garages, petrol stations, motels and diners

· For many, the 'Roaring Twenties' were a time of fun, parties, prosperity, jazz music and frantic dancing. It was also called 'The Jazz Age'.

· Changing morals and values also caused problems. Many law abiding people broke the law for the first time because of prohibition and women began to challenge conventions. Small town America had a much slower pace of life - but mail order catalogues even reached the deepest rural areas.

Entertainment

Jazz

· New dances and music were all the rage, the 'Charleston', the 'Black Bottom' and jazz. 

· Jazz evolved from black music and became almost the only way that Blacks could be successful in America. Jazz clubs were especially popular during Prohibition.

· Jazz originated with African-American slaves who were encouraged to sing in order to increase production

· The music was given various names including 'blues', 'rag', 'boogie-woogie'. By changing the beat and creating particular rhythms, it was changed into jazz.

Magazines and Newspapers

· In 1919 the first tabloid newspaper was produced - the 'Daily News'

· Other publications focused upon crime, cartoon strips, and fashion

· People wanted to read about heroes and heroines of sport and cinema

· Advertisers were keen to use magazines and newspapers

· In 1922 ten magazines each claimed a circulation of over 2.5 million

The Movies

· The 1920s, and to a lesser extent the 1930s, was the 'Golden Age of Hollywood'. Movie companies were founded and the first real film-stars emerged. 

· Nearly 100,000,000 people went to see a movie each week by 1930. This was a real sign of prosperity.

· By 1926  there were over 17,000 movie houses

· Silent movies relied on a pianist playing tunes while the film ran - the film stars over the silent era were Charlie Chaplin and Greta Garbo. In 1926 it was reported that Greta Garbo earned $5000 a week

· Rudolf Valentino was the first male star to be sold on sex appeal - studio publicity reported how women fainted when they saw him - when he died in 1926 100,000 fans lined the streets during his funeral

· The main reason for the success of the cinema was escapism. It could open up whole new worlds for just a few cents. In 1927 the first talkie was produced, 'The Jazz Singer'

· By the end of the 1920s there were several film studios - Warner Brothers, William Fox and MGM

· There were concerns that the cinema might lead to immorality, and in love scenes in a bedroom, actors always had to keep one foot on the floor. 

· Movie stars moved to California as Hollywood developed into the main focus of US film - 5 million people were employed there by 1920

· Rules were brought in to cover what could and could not be shown on the screen - the Hays Code - e.g. no screen nudity; adultery had to be presented as unattractive; murder, arson smuggling had to be shown as evil.

Sport

· Baseball, boxing and golf all became very popular and the first great sporting heroes emerged. 

· This was yet another sign of the new prosperity that many Americans were enjoying; they could afford to attend sporting events regularly.

Radio

· During the 1920s, sales of radios rose rapidly. At the same time sales of gramophone records fell as new radio stations opened almost every week, many of them playing music almost non-stop.

· Radio was widely used for advertising and helped to fuel the economic boom of the 1920s. The US government made no attempt to regulate radio advertising.

Women

Progress

· During the war, women took jobs previously closed to them. In 1920 all women got the vote. 
· Although they lost most of these jobs when the soldiers returned, they did not surrender their freedom. 
· Some women made huge strides in politics - Bertha Landes became Mayor of Seattle in 1926, and Nellie Ross became Governor of Wyoming in 1924
· 1/3 of degrees went to women by 1930
· Labour saving devices saved women! More leisure time and opportunity to work.
· 'Flappers' was the name given to young, liberated women of the 1920s, who smoked in public, wore short dresses and drove their own cars. They wore make up and openly danced with men in public
· Women lived longer - in 1900 the average age at death was 51; by 1925 it was 63
· Eight million women were now working, mainly as teachers and secretaries
· Women had fewer children - Number of children per family in 1900 3.6 - 1930 2.6
· Divorces doubled between 1914 and 1929
· Women had more heroines - Gloria Swanson, Mae West, Mary Pickard
· Adverts recognised that many decisions were taken by women - and so they were targeted - cars were produced in colours other than black
Lack of Progress

· Flappers were seen as 'air heads' in the media.
· Aspects of the media argued that women were too stupid to vote and the reality was that many women were not interested in politics
· Traditional attitudes did not change, particularly in rural areas: many women were still housewives doing the work they always had done
· Rural areas did not have the same number of labour saving devices - only 47% of farmhouses had vacuum cleaners in 1932 and 32% had running water
· Men and Women earned different wages for doing the same job
· The only attempt to improve the rights of women in employment - the Equal Rights Amendment Act was blocked
· Women did not break into areas such as skilled craft workers - only 1% of these workers were women in 1900 and it was the same in 1930; Women were only 1% of managers in 1900 - and 3% of managers in 1930
· Only 5% of medical places were allowed to go to women
· The Supreme Court blocked all attempts to set minimum wages
Prohibition and Gangsterism

· Prohibition was introduced by the Volstead Act, which became the Eighteenth Amendment to the US Constitution. 

· This banned the production, transporting and sale of alcoholic liquor. It did not, however, ban its consumption, as this would have infringed the Constitution.

· The campaign against alcohol began before the First World War. The Saloon was described as the Poor Man's Club. 

· Many small towns and women's organisations campaigned against alcohol. Politicians agreed with them to get their votes. 

· They blamed alcohol for breaking up families, causing unemployment, ill health and suffering for women and children. 

· The Anti-Saloon League and the Women’s Christian Temperance Union supported Prohibition.

· By 1919, thirteen states had already banned alcohol

· Brewing in the USA was traditionally run by German immigrants. Campaigners claimed that it would be patriotic to close down their industry.

What effects did Prohibition have?

· People soon found ways of getting round the law.

· Speakeasies were illegal bars, which sold alcohol behind closed doors.

· Moonshine or hooch was illegally made alcohol, which could be lethal.

· Bootlegging was smuggling alcohol into the USA from Canada or the West Indies. 

· An enormous amount of alcohol was smuggled into the USA from Canada. Some of it by people who simply rowed across to fetch it.

· Prohibition made ordinary people into criminals. Police were reluctant to enforce the law, and were open to bribes. 

· In Chicago the mayor was known to be an associate of the gangsters.

· The gangsters stepped in to supply the demand. They made a fortune – Al Capone is supposed to have made $100,000 a year.

· Gangsters fought to control the business and it encouraged an atmosphere of lawlessness and disrespect for the law. 

· Capone was almost certainly responsible for the St Valentine's Day Massacre in 1929 when 6 members of a rival gang were killed

· There were 200 gang murders in Chicago between 1927 and 1931.

· Prohibition led to a big increase in organised crime, just at the time when many Italian immigrants were arriving, having been driven out of Sicily by Mussolini. 

· It led to a huge growth in prostitution, drugs, protection rackets and gambling.

Why was Prohibition repealed in 1933?

· It was clearly not working. Some states repealed their own legislation, which meant that the local police would take no action.

· The Depression meant that there was less money to spare to catch smugglers, and other more important priorities. 

· Roosevelt, who became president in 1933, personally disapproved of prohibition.

Immigration

· The USA was a country of immigrants. Millions of people came to the USA to make a new life. 

· These pioneers struggled to open up the huge continent and many succeeded. As a result they had a belief in self-reliance and 'rugged individualism', including the right to own guns. They had a hatred and fear of government interference and of Socialism. 

· From the 1880s poor immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe had begun to arrive in the USA. 

· Unlike the earlier immigrants from north-west Europe, (often called WASPS, White Anglo-Saxon Protestants) they were dark-skinned and Jews or Catholics. They experienced discrimination and prejudice.

· The USA had always had an 'open door' policy towards immigrants. Now restrictions were put on:
· A literacy test was imposed in 1917.

· The total number was restricted from 1921, when the Immigration Quota Act was imposed.

· A quota system let in numbers of people according to their presence in the US Population. 

· This favoured WASP immigrants and worked against 'new' immigrants from Italy, Spain, Poland, Russia etc.

· In 1924 the quota was reduced to 2% of the population in 1890 and to 150,000 a year in 1929.

· The Fordney-McCumber tariff put high duties on many imports into the USA. This protected US industry and made it hard for other nations to sell to the USA. This was particularly damaging for farmers, who had sold food to Europe during the war.
Why did the US government change its policy?

· During the 1920s, the population of the USA grew from 106,000,000 in 1920, to 123,000,000 in 1929. The main reason was immigration.

Numbers of immigrants to the USA


1919

140,000

1925

310,000


1920 

400,000

1926

320,000


1921

802,000

1927

340,000


1922

370,000

1928

350,000


1923

520,000

1929

280,000


1924

690,000

· The Russian Revolution in 1917 led to a 'Red Scare' and many socialists were arrested.

· There were an increasing number of immigrants from Italy, often connected with the Mafia, as the Italian dictator, Mussolini, cracked down, often very violently, on crime.

The Red Scare 

· Anyone with left wing or radical ideas became suspect. Trade unions were harassed; membership fell in the 1920s. Henry Ford refused to allow his employees to join a trade union.

· Socialists were harassed. Police, soldiers, and ex-servicemen disrupted meetings and raided offices, and thousands were arrested

· The government were involved in, and supported, this campaign

· Sacco and Vanzetti, two Italian Anarchists, were accused of robbery and murder in 1920. 

· Their trial was a farce because the judge was obviously biased. 

· 61 eye-witnesses identified them as the killers

· 107 witnesses swore to seeing the men elsewhere - most were Italian immigrants

· The case dragged on for seven years before the two were executed in 1927, even though somebody else actually confessed to the murders. 

· They were scapegoats for the fear and hatred felt by many Americans.

The position of Black Americans 

· Three-quarters of US black population lived in the South, where they suffered from racism in all its forms. 

· Although they had been freed from slavery, they were still desperately poor, especially the share-croppers, who were exploited by white landowners. 

· Many lived in wooden shacks with no amenities. They had separate cinemas, restaurants, buses and parks. 

· During the First World War, many Blacks had moved to the industrial cities of the north to find work, but when the war ended, they faced hostility and even race riots.

· 41 of the white-controlled state governments, fearing the power of the African-Americans had introduced laws to control the freedom of the African-American people in the years after 1865. These were known as the Jim Crow laws. 

· The state governments segregated the African-American people from white people in schools, parks, hospitals, swimming pools, libraries and other public places

· After World War 1 new Jim Crow laws were introduced in some states so that there were segregated taxis, race tracks and boxing matches

The South

· The worst conditions for all, Blacks, whites, farm labourers, were in the South, where the main industry was farming. Few farms had electricity or running water and wages were very low. 

· Most farms in the south were dependent upon one crop, such as cotton. In the 1920s the price of cotton crashed, as man-made fibres became available.

· The South was also suffering more and more from dust storms, which blow away the topsoil and destroyed agricultural land.

· In parts of the South, farm labourers were only earning one third of the wage of industrial workers.

The Ku Klux Klan

· The Ku Klux Klan was a secret organisation set up in the South of the USA in the 1860s to terrorise freed slaves. 

· In 1915 the KKK was reformed by William Simmons, a clergyman. By the 1920s there were 5,000,000 members of the KKK. 

· The KKK worked on the fears of some Americans at the increase of immigration to the USA in the years after the First World War. 

· It was a movement of mainly poor whites concerned about their livelihoods in 1920s USA

· The KKK used violent methods of dealing with its opponents. Thousands of blacks were whipped, branded or hanged without trial. This was known as lynching. 

· Often these activities were ignored by the police and the sign of the KKK, a flaming cross, could be seen in many places throughout the south of the USA.

What happened to the KKK?

· For a while the KKK was very powerful. It attacked Blacks, Jews, Catholics and anybody else who was not a true American. True Americans were WASPS, White, Anglo-Saxon, Protestants. 


· Then in 1925 a leading member of the KKK, David Stephenson, was convicted of the kidnapping, rape and murder of a young woman. He was sentenced to life imprisonment and died in prison 31 years later. 

· Within a year KKK membership had fallen from 5,000,000 to 300,000.

The Monkey Trial

· Most people living in the towns and cities of the USA accepted Charles Darwin's theory of evolution, which suggested that over a period of years human beings had evolved from ape like creatures

· These views were not accepted in rural areas, especially in the so-called 'bible-belt' states such as Tennessee. Many in those areas held strong Protestant views (they were known as Fundamentalists) including the belief that the biblical account of God creating human beings on the sixth day was literally true.

· Six US states chose to ban the teaching of Darwin's theory of evolution in their schools. A biology teacher called john scopes decided to challenge this ban. He deliberately taught evolution in his class in Tennessee in order to be arrested and put on trial

· Scopes was convicted of breaking the law but the trial was a disaster for the public image of the Fundamentalists 

· Their leader, William Jennings Bryan, was shown to be confused and ignorant while the media mocked the beliefs of those who opposed the theory of evolution

C8: The changing nature of warfare, c.1936-c.2003

1: Warfare at the end of the First World War

The ‘Great War’ had radically changed the nature of warfare.

Land Warfare

Conscript armies

· It was fought by conscripted armies of millions of men. Britain raised an army of more than 6 million soldiers.

· On the Western Front, attacks were launched at the Somme and Passchendaele, which involved hundreds of thousands of men going ‘over the top’.

Meticulous Planning

· The most successful battle, Vimy Ridge, was brought about by soldiers being highly trained and thoroughly prepared. 

· All were given maps so that they could find their way to objectives if officers and NCOs were killed.
· The victories by both sides in 1918 were also achieved by meticulous planning. 

· New weapons were developed to enable a breakthrough.

New weapons

· The growth of the chemical industry had led to the production of poison gases which had been used on the Western front from April 1915. 

· The development of the internal combustion engine resulted in the building of the tank - first used in 1916 but were very slow and broke down; they were used to greater effect in 1917 and 1918
· The invention of the Maxim (machine) gun in 1885 gave defenders a powerful weapon against which attackers had few answers. 

· The production of large quantities high quality steel from 1856 had allowed the construction of massive artillery pieces, e.g. The German trenches at the Somme were bombed for a week in 1916 before the allied attack

· The Germans adapted artillery pieces to fire at tanks

New tactics developed during the war

· The 'creeping barrage', developed in 1916, that combined infantry and artillery - the artillery was targeted just in front of the advancing infantry

· 'Shock troops' used by the Germans in 1918 - advancing at speed punching holes in the enemy lines

Sea Warfare

Blockade

· The British surface fleet imposed a blockade on Germany to starve the German people

· The submarine allowed ships to be attacked without warning by unseen attackers - the U boats carried so few torpedoes that they often opted to attack on the surface
· In 1917, Britain had been threatened and almost starved by unrestricted U-Boat warfare - by June 1917 Britain had lost 500,000 tons of food
· Anti-U boat measures attempted during WW1 included: Q boats (ships with hidden guns), Convoys, Raids on U boat bases, Hydrophones (early attempt at listening for U Boat engines)

Attacks

· German cruisers shelled the east coast of Britain: In December 1914, an eleven year old schoolboy was killed in the playground of his Hartlepool school by a shell fired from a German cruiser. 

Air Warfare

Air power became very important towards the end of the War. It became even more significant in the 1930s

Bombers

· Zeppelin raids began in 1915, followed by attacks by Gotha bombers in 1918 - neither could carry a huge number of bombs
· Zeppelin Balloons proved to be easy targets as they will fired with Hydrogen and easily destroyed by British fighters

· Defenders used searchlights and anti-aircraft guns to attack the Balloons

Fighters

· Initially aircraft were used for reconnaissance, and spotting for the artillery, but later they were used to drop small bombs on the trenches

· Technology advanced - machine guns fired between the propeller blades

· The Germans attempted tactics like formation flying

Warfare in the early 1930s

· In 1931, Japan, which had been denied Manchuria in 1919, occupied it by force. It then took control of most of coastal China; bombing Shanghai into submission by horrific air-raids. 

· In 1935, Italy, led by Benito Mussolini, invaded Abyssinia; his aircraft bombed Addis Ababa and when ground resistance held up the Italian advance, ordered the use of poison gas. 

The Spanish Civil War, 1936-39

· In 1936, Mussolini and Hitler sent forces to Spain to support the insurrection led by General Franco. 

· Hitler was able to use the opportunity to develop the tactics of Blitzkrieg (lightning war), which was a combination of swift tank attacks and dive-bombing - with mechanized infantry cutting off and surrounding enemy forces

· New tactic - carpet bombing of cities full of civilians - the most infamous event in the war was the destruction of the Basque city of Guernica was destroyed in May 1937 by a five-hour air-raid by Stuka dive-bombers left it in ruins
· New larger aircraft were also used to transport troops

· The warfare of the 1930s aroused the worst memories of the Great War. The most serious fear was the possible effect of heavy bombing
· Stanley Baldwin, the prime minister from 1935-37 said: ‘the bomber will always get through’.

· It was estimated that within two months of the outbreak of war, half the ships of the Royal Navy would be destroyed and millions of civilians killed in air-raids.

· When there was a war scare in 1938, the government ordered the production of 1.25 million cardboard coffins so that the dead could be buried quickly
2: Changing methods of land warfare

The Second World War - early stages
Blitzkrieg

· Many commanders expected a static war as in 1914-18. The French built the Maginot Line on the border with Germany.

Blitzkrieg used shock tactics: 

· This was a method of warfare which was developed by the Germans. 

· It meant ‘lightning war’ and was devised to achieve a quick victory and avoid the deadlock experienced on the Western Front during the First World War. 

· Blitzkrieg used shock tactics with the aim being to paralyze the enemy by a devastating use of the most up-to-date technology.
· Airpower was used to bomb enemy airfields and communications and slow down their reactions to Blitzkrieg

· Paratroops were also dropped behind enemy lines to capture bridges and other important targets and further disrupt communications 
· The Germans deliberately attacked a weak spot in the enemy defences 
· This attack was carried out with maximum force and speed by motorised vehicles, tanks and air power, especially dive bombers known as Stukas 
· The attack was co-ordinated by radio communications as they pushed deep into enemy territory 
· Reinforcements would then follow the advance forces and take secure hold of the territory which had been captured
· Motorized vehicles, tanks and air power were coordinated by radio communications as they pushed deep into enemy territory
Poland - September 1939

· The Poles had to defend a long frontier of 500 miles and it was easy for the Germans to identify and attack weak spots. 

· On 1 September 1939, Germany invaded Poland using Blitzkrieg tactics. Polish air fields were bombed and the air force was destroyed before it could get off the ground. 
· Within two days the first lines of Polish defences had been breached and five days later Danzig was captured. Warsaw surrendered on 28 September after several days of severe bombing. 
· More than 200,000 Polish troops were captured. 
Invasion of France - May 1940

· The British and French had made no preparations to deal with Maginot despite the lessons of Poland. Indeed during the so-called ‘Phoney War’ period of September 1939-April 1940, they remained on the defensive. 

· The French did not expect the Germans to attack through the Ardennes because this was a heavily wooded area which they believed was unsuitable for tanks. This area was weakly defended. 

· The speed of the Blitzkrieg attack took the British and French by surprise and enabled the Germans to outflank the British and French armies. 

· On 10 May the Germans attacked Belgium and Holland. Both countries were no match for the Germans. It took five days to defeat Holland, who surrendered after a huge bombing raid on Rotterdam. 
· Hitler’s armies simply by-passed the Maginot Line - On 12 May German armies invaded France through the wooded area known as the Ardennes. German armies quickly crossed the River Meuse and outflanked the British and French armies. 
· By 20 May, huge numbers of British and French soldiers found themselves cut off from the rest of their forces. Fighting continued in France for another four weeks until, on 21 June, the French surrendered.
· The French forces were never wholehearted in their actions - many were defeatist and others admired Hitler for his actions against Communists and Jews 

Invasion of the Soviet Union - June 1941

· In June 1941, German forces invaded the Soviet Union. Although successful at first, Blitzkrieg eventually failed in Russia. 

· It was a three pronged invasion with the aim of capturing Leningrad in the North, Moscow in the centre and Stalingrad and the rich oil area of the Caucasus to the South. 

· The German armies advanced rapidly with Soviet troops everywhere in retreat. 

· By September they were near to Leningrad in the North and Moscow in the centre. 

· This early success was due to several factors: 

· The speed of the German attacks took Russia by surprise - their outflanking manoeuvres in places such as Minsk and Kiev led to the capture of many Russian troops

· Stalin, the Soviet leader, had made few preparations for such an invasion and had ignored warnings from spies and the German preparations

· Stalin had seriously weakened the leadership of his armed forces by removing senior officers during his purges of the late 1930s. 

· The Luftwaffe established control of the air and was able to support the German advances

· The Germans were welcomed by some people groups after the hardships of Stalin's rule

Second World War - Later stages 
German defeat on the Eastern Front, 1942-4

By late November 1942 the German advance had halted, their armies had not achieved the capture of their principal targets, Leningrad, Moscow and Stalingrad and the Soviet armed forces had not been defeated. 
Blitzkrieg did not succeed in the Soviet Union for several reasons: 

· The invasion had been sanctioned too late, June. There was not enough time to achieve its objectives before the onset of winter. The delay was due to events in the Balkans where Hitler had to prop up his Italian ally, Mussolini. Moreover, Operation Barbarossa was too ambitious with its three-pronged attack dividing the German forces. 

· Stalin provided firm leadership and ordered the Soviet armies to retreat so they could fight another day. During this retreat, they carried out the scorched earth policy by which they destroyed all resources which could be used by the advancing German armies. 

· The Germans failed to capture the cities - particularly Stalingrad - by November 1942 the Germans were surrounded in Stalingrad. Hitler had refused to let them break out. In January 1943 300,000 the survivors surrendered
· The German supply lines were too long and were harassed by partisans

· In July 1943 the Germans launched a major tank offensive at Kursk - the Germans were unable to match the Soviet air power (10x the Germans) and lost huge numbers of tanks

· The Soviet War Economy - the Soviets successfully moved 2500 industrial plants and 25 million workers east and out produced the Germans
· The most important reason was the change in the weather conditions in November 1941. Heavy rain destroyed the already poor Russian road system and slowed down the advancing German armies. It was followed by the severe Russian winter with temperatures falling below -30 degrees centigrade. The German armed forces were not equipped for such severe weather conditions and many died of frostbite

D-Day and after 

This took place in June 1944, and was the largest ever amphibious operation. It involved all three armed forces – the air force, army and navy. This is also an example of meticulous planning.
Preparations 
· The British and Americans had been preparing for D-Day for two years. 

· The Allies took countless aerial photographs of the Normandy area before deciding on the most suitable five beaches. 

· Thousands of US troops arrived in Britain and were trained, together with British troops, in landing on defended beaches. 

· The Allies ensured air superiority by attacking Luftwaffe bases and the German aircraft industry. 

· To ensure that they could supply the thousands of troops that landed, floating harbours, called Mulberries, were constructed and an underwater pipeline nicknamed PLUTO was created to ensure a rapid supply of oil. 

The landings 
· D-Day began on the night of the 5-6 June when paratroopers and soldiers in gliders landed in Normandy to destroy communications and secure vital bridges. 

· Almost 7,000 naval vessels assembled crossed the Channel carrying troops which landed on five beaches as early as 6.30 am

· British and Canadian troops on Gold, Juno and Sword
· American troops on Utah and Omaha
D-Day Landings: Reasons for success 
There were several reasons for the success of the landings: 

· The Germans were slow to react to the landings and send reinforcements because they were convinced that it was a decoy and the real landings would take place near Calais. 

· Rubber tanks and wooden landing craft were placed in the open in Kent to convince German pilots the target was Calais

· The invasion was well led by the overall commander-in-chief, Eisenhower who, although American, welded all the Allied troops into an effective team. 

· Allied bombing of the Calais area in the months before hand fooled the Germans into believing this was where the Allies intended to land. Hitler held back 500 tanks because he thought the attack was a feint.
· The German defences in the Normandy area were not strong because they had such a long coastline, the whole of Northern France, to protect
D-Day Landings: Follow-up/importance 
· The landings were important because they gave the Allies a much needed foothold on the continent. 
· The Mulberrries were quickly erected as make shift harbours until the Allies captured Cherbourg on 25 June, which meant they had a deep water port. 
· By the end of the day the Allies had landed 156,000 troops with supporting mechanised vehicles. 
· All the landings were straightforward and faced little opposition with the exception of Omaha, where the Americans came up against a top division of the German army, there on a training exercise. Although the beach was secured, it was at a cost of 3,000 American casualties. 
Changing Technology/Tactics in the Second World War
· Early German Panzer Mark II tanks were only 10 tonnes in weight and armed with 20mm guns - Four years later, the Germans were using Tiger Mark II tanks weighing 68 tonnes and armed with 88 mm guns. 

· In July 1943, the Germans launched an attack on the Russians at Kursk. In the greatest tank battle in history, the Germans were defeated mainly due to the highly effective Soviet T34 tanks
· Anti-Tank weapons developed such as the German 88mm gun

· Machine guns became much more portable

· Rockets by the Russians were used at Stalingrad

· Use of gliders at Arnham (September 1944) - 30,000 airborne forces soldiers dropped to capture the bridges over the Rhine

· Special Forces used - the British had the Long Range Desert Group' that operated behind the German lines in Egypt disrupting communications and movement

· The Second World War was almost the last to be fought by mass conscripted armies - both the Russians and the Germans showed little concern for the numbers of their forces killed
Arab-Israeli Conflicts

The Six Day War, 1967

· Within six days, 10-15 June 1967, the Israelis had defeated their Arab neighbours using the Blitzkrieg tactics of the Second World War, with more up-to-date tanks and aircraft. 

· On 5 June Israeli planes destroyed the Egyptian air force before it could get off the ground. 

· Israeli tanks, supported by the air force, destroyed Egyptian forces in the Sinai. 

· The Israeli air force also destroyed the air power of Syria and Jordan, captured the Golan Heights and the Syrian army.

· The Israelis used speed and surprise, attacking without warning. 

· They were equipped with the most up to date planes and tanks supplied by the USA. 

· They had one unified command which acted quickly and decisively. 

· They used carefully planned tactics which ensured control of the air and the effective use of tank warfare which was ideal in the desert areas of the Sinai and Golan Heights. 

· Bulldozers used to support the attack on the Golan Hieghts

The War of Yom Kippur, 1973

· During this conflict the Arab states were, at first successful, but were later defeated by Israel. 

· Their early success was due to the element of surprise. Egyptian and Syrian forces attacked Israeli forces in the Sinai and on the Golan Heights on the Jewish Holy Day of Yom Kippur. They inflicted heavy losses on the Israelis. 

· However, Israel recovered and drove the enemy back in both areas. In the largest tank battle since the Second World War, Israel defeated the Egyptians and almost surrounded the Egyptian Third Army. The USA and the Soviet Union then intervened and arranged a ceasefire. 

· Israel had well trained and disciplined armed forces which quickly recovered from the surprise attack. 

· Superior tanks and aircraft proved decisive during the Sinai tank battle against Egypt. 

· Egypt and Syria lacked a unified command. 

· Effective use of tanks with air cover by the Israelis. 

Modern Warfare
· From 1965 to 1973, the Vietnam War was fought by 3 million US conscripts against Vietnamese guerrillas.

· The Russian invasion of Afghanistan from 1979-88 was largely fought by conscripts 

· From 1980-89, The Iraq-Iran War was fought by millions of conscripts on both sides.

· Iranian recruits were sent into battle carrying plastic keys, which they were told would open the door to heaven.

The First Gulf War 

In August 1990 Saddam Hussein, the dictator of Iraq, invaded the oil rich state of Kuwait. Having been a former ally of the USA, Saddam did not expect the Americans to object to the invasion. 

However the USA supported by Britain and other countries, launched Operation Desert Shield to force Saddam out of Kuwait. The Coalition forces were led by an American, General Norman Schwarzkopf, who carried out the campaign in two stages: 

· Stage 1 was a high-tech air offensive against Iraq which was launched on 16 January 1991 and lasted for nearly a month. In a short time, a variety of aircraft, including Stealth aircraft, cruise missiles and precision-guided weapons seriously damaged Iraq’s military and economic infrastructure. 

· Stage 2 was Operation Desert Saber which was launched on 23 February 1991. 
· Land forces advanced into Kuwait and, within four days, had liberated the country

· Professional, well equipped troops easily defeated their poorly trained opponents

· Attack was expected from a different direction from whence it came
· Thermal imaging allowed the American and British forces to see at night - and they were able to manoeuvre effectively with the help of GPS

· Speed and intensity of attack ensured victory
Guerrilla Tactics

· The term ‘guerrilla’ is a Spanish word which dates back to the Napoleonic Wars of the early nineteenth century and, more especially, the Peninsular Campaign in Spain and Portugal. 
· The Spanish ‘guerrillas’ took advantage of the mountainous terrain to carry out ‘hit-and-run’ tactics against the much larger occupying French army
· They frequently ambushed French troops and then disappeared into the countryside, often supported and hidden by the local population
· Such tactics were also employed by Mao Zedong, the leader of the Chinese Communist Party, against occupying Japanese forces and the Chinese Nationalists during the 1930s and 1940s

· Hit and run raids and ambushes proved very effective. Moreover, Mao stressed the importance of winning the support of the local peasantry to ensure the success of guerrilla tactics. 
· His soldiers had to follow a strict code of conduct which included helping the peasants in their daily work

Vietnam War

· In the Vietnam War, the Viet Cong were heavily outnumbered and outgunned by the US and South Vietnamese forces in open warfare. 

· They used guerrilla tactics. Therefore, it was impossible to identify Viet Cong soldiers, because as they did not wear uniform. 

· After a fight they would scatter and it would be impossible to find them. 

· The Viet Cong also built thousands of miles of tunnels, with whole camps underground, so that they could hide. 

· When the US forces found the tunnels they were often heavily booby-trapped.

· The Viet Cong became experts at building booby traps, using pits, sharpened sticks and mines. 
· They had support from the peasants in Vietnam who had been alienated by different American policies including Strategic Hamlet and Search and Destroy tactics. Many of the Vietcong were recruited from the local villages
· The guerillas had knowledge and understanding of the jungles of South Vietnam. US attempts to destroy the jungles through the use of chemicals further alienated the local population 

· The Viet Cong were supplied from the north by the Ho Chi Minh trail, which ran through Laos and Cambodia. 

· Up to 40,000 Vietnamese worked to keep the trail open. Many of these supplies were provided by the Soviet Union and China. The Soviet Union and China sent up to 6,000 tonnes of supplies a day.

· Many South Vietnamese peasants supported the Viet Cong, because the South Vietnamese government was very unpopular. 

· Viet Cong could hide in villages, towns or even the capital Saigon, and attack without warning. 

· This meant that there was nowhere safe. At any moment US forces could be attacked without warning, sometimes by children.

· They attacked and then disappeared into the jungle, into the villages or into their tunnels. 

· US soldiers could never relax. Even in the centre of Saigon it was possible for the US forces to be attacked.

· The Viet Cong fighters were expected to be courteous and respectful to the Vietnamese peasants. They often helped the peasants in the fields during busy periods. 

Afghanistan

· Similar tactics were employed in Afghanistan by the Mujahideen, rebel tribesman who opposed the Soviet invasion of 1979. 

· They successfully attacked Russian supply routes and shot at their planes. By 1988 they controlled over 75% of the country.
· The guerrillas concentrated on both civilian and military targets, knocking out bridges, closing major roads, attacking convoys, disrupting the electric power system and industrial production, and attacking police stations and Soviet military installations and air bases. 

· They assassinated government officials and laid siege to small rural outposts 
· The Soviet Union spent a fortune in trying, unsuccessfully, to deal with this threat. In 1988, they withdrew from Afghanistan having suffered casualties of over 20,000 with most of the country in the control of the mujahideen. 

· Once again guerrilla tactics had been successful against an enemy with far greater resources and manpower. 

· The mujahideen were recruited from and supported by the local population many of whom hated the Soviet invaders. There were at least 4,000 bases from which mujahideen units operated. 
· They used hit-and-run tactics, attacking Soviet troops and supply lines and then disappearing into the local countryside. The mujahideen favoured sabotage operations. 

· The more common types of sabotage included damaging power lines, knocking out pipelines and radio stations, blowing up government office buildings, air terminals, hotels, cinemas, and so on. 

· The terrain was ideal - a mountainous area tailor made for ambushes. 

· Pakistan provided much needed supplies as well as training bases for the activities of the Afghan guerrillas. 

3: Changing methods of sea and aerial warfare

Sea

Battleships

· At the beginning of the Second World War, battleships were still expected to be the most important factor at sea - Britain, the USA and Germany had all built capital ships, but there were to be few fleet actions.

· The sinking of the Graf Spee, Bismarck and the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau were important for the Royal Navy, but its battleships were more often used to escort convoys.
· Surface ships were used by the USA to bombard Vietnamese cities (in the Vietnam War 1965-72) and in support of the Falkland's landings (1982)

Submarines

Early German successes - 1939-42

· U-Boats also played an important role in the Second World War. During the early years of the Battle of the Atlantic, U-Boats were able to avoid detection.  
· The Germans used new ‘wolf-pack’ tactics. They had cracked the Allied codes which meant that U-boats could lie in wait for Atlantic convoys and attack in numbers. In 1941 the Allies lost 1300 ships rising to 1661 in the following year.

· Moreover, by January 1943, the navy had only two months’ supply of oil left

· The British anti-U-boat tactics were not very effective and they used out-of-date escort vessels. Air cover was effective but could only stretch so far across the Atlantic. This left a mid-Atlantic gap where many U-boat attacks took place. Wolf packs of U-boats were able to lie in wait and torpedo the convoys in mid-Atlantic

· By attacking from the surface and at night, U-boats were able to avoid detection by ASDIC, the British anti-submarine device which relied on sound waves travelling through the water. 

· The entry of the USA into the war in December 1941 gave many more targets for the U-boat commanders - especially as they travelled 'fully lit'

Allied success 1943-45

· From late 1941 onwards, the British code breakers at Bletchley Park got better at decoding German codes. 

· Between May 1942 and May 1943, they managed to steer 105 out of 174 convoys across the Atlantic without any interference from U-boats. 

· Special support groups of destroyers were created fitted with powerful radar and listening equipment that could pick up radio signals from U-boats. 

· Between June and December 1943 the Allies sank 141 U-boats, losing only 57 ships themselves.

· Long range aircraft such as the Liberator gave much needed protection to the convoys, assisted by the use of the Azores as allied air bases which closed the Atlantic gap. 

· The Allies were able to decode German radio messages and knew in advance the whereabouts of the U-boat packs. 

· Improved training for convoys and better escort vessels. These escort vessels were equipped with the Hedgehog depth charge, which fired clusters of bombs over a wide area. 

· The Allies, especially the Americans, were able to build ships faster than the U-boats could sink them. 

Nuclear submarines 
· Submarines underwent major changes in the years after 1945, and the development of nuclear submarines played an important role in the Cold War between the USA and the Soviet Union. 

· The USA was the first to develop nuclear-powered submarines with the launching USS Nautilus on January 21, 1952. 

· Within ten years, the Soviet Union had developed its own version. 

· A nuclear submarine works on nuclear technology rather than conventional air-breathing diesel engines - Nuclear submarines have numerous advantages over conventional diesel submarines. They do not need to surface frequently as they are independent of air.
· Unlike conventional submarines, power generated by the nuclear reactor is huge and hence, they can run at high speeds for prolonged periods and don’t need refuelling intervals as they can operate under water throughout their lifetime. 

· These nuclear-powered submarines were subsequently armed with powerful nuclear weapons and the development of cruise missiles gave submarines a substantial and long-ranged ability to attack both land and sea targets with a variety of weapons ranging from cluster bombs to nuclear weapons. 

· The British developed their own nuclear submarines in the 1960s, with the launching of HMS Resolution in 1968 which carried Polaris missiles. This was changed to Trident with the launching of HMS Vanguard in 1994.

· Submarine technology also advanced so that they could appear to be silent to listeners or invisible to sonar

· Because of their stealth, they can force an enemy navy to waste resources searching large areas of ocean and protecting ships against attack. 

· Moreover, they have played an important role in several conflicts including the Falklands War, 1982, when a British submarine (HMS Conqueror) sank an Argentine cruiser and the first Gulf War, when, in 1991, submarines were used to launch Tomahawk Cruise Missiles at strategic targets inside Iraq. 

Aircraft carriers

· Aircraft carriers are used to 'project power'

· Aircraft carriers had been under development since the First World War. 

· In November 1940, Swordfish torpedo bombers launched from the British carrier, HMS Illustrious, sank three Italian battleships within Taranto Harbour. 

· The Japanese navy quickly obtained a full report and used aircraft from aircraft carriers to attack the US fleet at Pearl Harbor, 7 December 1941. 8 battleships were either sunk or destroyed.

· The Prince of Wales and the Renown, which had been sent to reinforce Singapore, were both sunk by Japanese carrier-borne aircraft.

· Control of the Pacific was dependant on a combination of air and sea power. 
The Pacific War, 1941-5

· This was the war between the USA and Japan which highlighted the importance of aircraft carriers in naval conflicts. 
· Control of the vast Pacific area was dependent on air power which, in turn, was decided by whichever side made the more effective use of their aircraft carrier fleet. Indeed, aircraft carriers played a decisive role in several battles - 
· Pearl Harbor, December 1941. 
· On 7 December 1941, the Japanese launched a surprise attack on the US Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor.
· The Japanese strike force travelled 3,000 miles and launched 360 planes and bombers from aircraft carriers about 400 kilometres from the naval base. 
· Although inflicting considerable damage and casualties on the US fleet, the attack was not decisive because America’s four aircraft carriers were not in port on that day. 
· The Battle of Midway. 
· This was the most decisive naval battle of the Second World War. 
· It was fought in June 1942 when the Japanese fleet decided to launch an attack on the Midway Islands.
· Once again, US intelligence knew of these plans and intercepted the Japanese carrier fleet. 
· During the subsequent battle, US dive bombers sank three Japanese aircraft carriers and badly damaged a fourth. 
· Although the USA lost one aircraft carrier, the battle was a decisive turning-point in the war in the Pacific. 
· It gave the Americans control of the sea and the air, which enabled them to begin the tactic of island-hopping, to free islands of their Japanese invaders
· The Battle of Coral Sea. 
· This battle took place in early May 1942. 
· US intelligence decoded Japanese messages and sent an aircraft carrier fleet to intercept the Japanese navy. 
· During the subsequent battle, which was fought between aircraft launched from the aircraft carriers of the two sides, the Japanese lost two and the USA one aircraft carrier. 

· Capital ships without air cover were now too vulnerable to be useful

The Falklands War, 1982 
· This conflict illustrated the importance of sea power in deciding the outcome of a war and in particular the submarine and the aircraft carrier. 

· In April 1982, Argentina invaded the Falkland Islands in the South Atlantic. These islands were thousands of miles away so the British sent a naval task force to regain the islands. 

· This task force included two aircraft carriers, Invincible and Hermes, which were potential targets for Argentine submarines. Indeed, it was revealed after the war that the Argentines had fired six torpedoes, none of which had hit their targets. 

· These aircraft carriers served as floating airfields, with Sea Harriers from both vessels taking part in air strikes on Port Stanley. 

· Moreover, they protected the landings of British troops when they landed on the islands and eventually defeated the Argentine invaders. 

· During the war, the British nuclear-powered submarine HMS Conqueror sank the Argentine cruiser General Belgrano. After the sinking the Argentine Navy recognised that they had no effective defence against submarine attack, and the Argentine surface fleet withdrew to port for the remainder of the war, though an Argentine submarine remained at sea.

· The British navy feared the Argentine air force throughout the war because of their French jets and 'Exocet' missiles that sank a number of British ships, e.g. HMS Sheffield

Air

The Second World War - early stages

During the Second World War, air power now became essential to army and naval operations:

· The Polish air force was destroyed on the ground in 1939. 
· At Dunkirk when the RAF did much to protect the troops on the beach awaiting evacuation and the vessels sent across the Channel to evacuate the Allied troops. 
· The Battle of Britain prevented a German invasion of Britain. Fighter Command, with Spitfires and Hurricanes and supported by Radar, was able to fight off the Luftwaffe. Britain’s investment in radar in the 1930s meant that RAF planes were not caught on the ground as the Luftwaffe approached.

· From 1940 to 1941 the Luftwaffe attempted to blitz Britain into submission by bombing major British cities. 
· D-Day landings. Allied aircraft had bombed the Normandy hinterland before the invasion in order to disrupt German communications and slow down the possibility of reinforcements. In addition, regular bombing of the Calais area had convinced Hitler that this was where the invasion would take place

· Berlin and other major German cities were bombed regularly from 1943 to 1945 using high explosive and incendiary bombs which caused fires to rage uncontrollably. German war production was disrupted but Germany did not surrender. 

The Battle of Britain

Battle of Britain - detail
· Air power was to prove decisive in preventing a German invasion of Britain. 

· Following the defeat of France in June 1940, Hitler put together Operation Sealion which was the codename for the German invasion of Britain. However, before the invasion could take place, the Lutwaffe needed to establish control of the air space over the Channel and Southern Britain in order to protect the invasion barges and the subsequent landings. 

· They needed to destroy the RAF together with British airfields. The Battle of Britain was not a single battle but a series of battles, day after day, during the summer of 1940. Waves of German bombers, escorted by fighter aircraft attacked key targets mainly in south-east England and were often intercepted by British fighter planes. Key events included: 

· On the 13 August, the Germans began full scale raids on the South-East of England targeting radar and sector stations. 

· Five days later the Luftwaffe targeted air fields in the South-East trying to destroy the British fighter planes. 

· By early September, Britain had few reserves of fighter planes and pilots and was close to defeat. However on 7 September, Britain got lucky. On the verge of victory, Hitler gave Britain a breathing space by diverting the Luftwaffe to the bombing of London. 

· On 15 September, the Luftwaffe tried to bomb London in daylight and lost 56 planes. Two days later Hitler decided to postpone the invasion of Britain. 

The RAF success was due to several factors: 
· The British had developed radar in the 1930s and by 1940 had a network of radar stations which could detect the whereabouts of German aircraft and ensure that the British fighter planes were in position and ready to attack. The Luftwaffe was generally unable to catch the British fighters on the ground and destroy them as they had with the Polish air force. 

· In addition Britain had a series of sector stations which acted as the nerve centre of intelligence, gathering information from radar and directing the fighters to intercept the German bombers. 

· The British fighter planes, Hurricanes and Spitfires, were more than a match for their German counterpart, the Messerschmitt 109
· RAF pilots who bailed out over Britain could return to fighting but German pilots became prisoners of war. 

· There were also weaknesses in the German aircraft. The Stuka was a dive bomber geared towards supporting ground troops but was not equipped to deal with enemy fighter planes. In addition, German fighter planes only had enough fuel for 30 minutes of flying which meant that German bombers often flew unescorted, easy targets for the British fighters. 

The Battle of Britain was important because it prevented a German invasion, ensured British survival and provided a much needed morale booster for the British public.
Blitz 
From September 1940, Hitler turned his attention on the Blitz, the name given to the German attempt to bomb Britain out of the war. The aim was to: 

· Destroy the morale of the British people. 

· Seriously disrupt British industrial production and communications. 

London: The main target was the East end of London especially the docks and factories. However most of inner London suffered. From 2 September to 2 November 1940 London was bombed every night. The House of Commons and Buckingham Palace were damaged. These raids continued right through until early May 1941. Over 15,000 were killed and 250,000 made homeless.

Coventry: Coventry suffered its worst attack on 14 November 1940, with the target being its aircraft factories. It was hit by 30,000 incendiary bombs. Much of the city, including the cathedral, was destroyed. However, despite the raids the aircraft factories resumed production within five days.

Belfast: Belfast was badly bombed in April and May of 1940. At least 1,000 people were killed and 150,000 made homeless.

Plymouth: The royal dockyards at Devonport were the main target. In early 1941, five raids reduced much of the city to rubble. The last attack came on 30 April 1944. During the 59 bombing attacks, 1,172 civilians were killed and 4,448 injured.

In many respects the blitz was counter-productive. Rather than destroying the morale of the British people it made them even more determined to resist the Germans and support the war effort. The German bombers were not big or accurate enough to cause major damage to British towns and cities. 

Allied bombing of Germany 
The Allied bombing of Germany was one of the most controversial aspects of the Second World War. The bombings were carried out: 

· To disrupt German war production by targeting German industrial production and communications 

· To reduce the morale of the German civilian population by destroying their homes
· Air Marshall Harris became Head of British Bomber Command in 1942. He firmly believed that air power alone could lead to the defeat of the Germans. The Germans could be bombed into submission. 

· In May 1942, the Allies launched the first ‘thousand bomber raid’ on the city of Cologne which killed about 40,000 people. 
· In the following year, Hamburg was virtually destroyed by a firestorm which caused over 60,000 deaths and destroyed most of the city. 
· Berlin was a regular target but the most controversial raid was on Dresden in February 1945. Here, the Allies used incendiary bombs which, in turn, created a firestorm. 
· Dresden was not an industrial centre and, moreover, the city was full of refugees fleeing the Russian front. There may well have been over 100,000 casualties in Dresden. 

· The Allied bombing only slightly reduced German war production but did prevent it from greatly expanding. It drew off German aircraft from the Russian front and it did affect the moral and everyday life of the German people.

However, there have been a number of criticisms of the Allied bombing: 

· It was morally wrong to target civilians especially in cities such as Dresden which were of no military importance. The number of deaths increased due to the use of incendiary bombs. 
· It was counter-productive. Far from reducing the moral of the German people, it made them even more determined to support the German policy of total war. Goebbels made effective use of the bombing for propaganda purposes, convincing many Germans that the Allies were evil. 

· It had little effect on German industry. For example, it has been estimated that in 1944 German industrial output only fell by 10%. Most German industry adapted and moved underground. 

· The cost in Allied lives, 140,000 airmen, and planes, 21,000, was too great. 

· It showed that air power alone, especially bombing, could not bring about the defeat of a determined enemy. It was the advance of Allied troops from the West and Russian troops from the East which eventually brought about the German surrender. 

The Second World War - changing technology

The British people suffered a second blitz in the last year of the war, from the V-1 and V-2 missiles. 

· In 1944, Hitler launched secret weapons. The V1 ‘flying bomb’ was jet-powered and filled with a tonne of high explosives. It flew towards a target area and then came down whenever it ran out of fuel. 6,000 V-1 bombs actually reached British targets causing casualties of 20,000 and considerable damage to houses. However, the Allies used fighter planes to intercept these bombs and were able to capture the launch sites in Northern France and Belgium in the months after the Normandy landings.
· The V2 rocket carried a tonne of explosive. It flew at supersonic speeds and was impossible to shoot down. It was a genuine guided missile and flew at supersonic speeds of 4,000 kilometres an hour. About 500 V-2s hit London between September 1944 and March 1945, causing approximately 900 casualties. However, it was developed and used too late in the war to have a decisive impact.
· In 1944, the world’s first jet aircraft, the British Gloster Meteor, was created.  

Post Second World War conflicts

The Six Day War 
· Air power was to prove decisive to the outcome of the Six Day War. 
· The eventual Israeli victory in the Six Day War of 1967, was due mainly to control of the air which, in turn, was due to the actions of the Israeli air force on the first day of the war, 5 June 1967. 
· By nightfall, Israel had destroyed 416 Arab aircraft, while losing 26 of their own in the first two days of the war. Israel's first and most critical move was a surprise pre-emptive attack on the Egyptian Air Force. 
· Egypt had by far the largest and the most modern of all the Arab air forces, consisting of about 420 combat aircraft, all of them Soviet built. Attacks were then carried out that afternoon against Jordanian, Syrian, and Iraqi air fields which wiped out most of those nations' air forces. 
· By the evening of the first day, the Jordanian air force was wiped out. S
· ubsequent Israeli blitzkrieg tanks, supported by air attack, were carried out without fear of enemy attacks from the air.

Vietnam War 

This conflict highlighted the limitations of air power against a determined enemy using guerrilla tactics. The US employed air power in three different ways, to bomb North Vietnam, chemical weapons to destroy the jungles of South Vietnam and helicopters to support Search and destroy missions
· Heavy bombing had been major factor in the Second World War. It was used again in the Vietnam War.

· On 7 February 1965, the USA launched ‘Operation Rolling Thunder’. This involved widespread bombing raids on military and industrial targets in North Vietnam. It was the beginning of an air offensive that was to last until 1968. Gradually the targets were extended to include cities in North and South Vietnam. 
· The original intention was for an eight-week bombing offensive but it actually lasted for more than three and a half years. The USA dropped more bombs in Vietnam than were dropped by the Allies (the USA and Britain) during the whole of the Second World War. 
· It damaged North Vietnam’s war effort and disrupted its supply routes and caused considerable damage to cities and towns in North Vietnam. However, North Vietnam had few factories to bomb. The countryside was mostly affected. 
· It encouraged even greater support for the war from North Vietnam. Furthermore, it did not stop the supplies to the Vietcong from the North. Finally, the cost was horrendous. 
· In 1967 the American magazine Life calculated that it cost the USA $400,000 to kill one Vietcong fighter.
· The USA could not force the Vietcong into battle. The decision was therefore made to use chemical weapons to destroy the jungle that hid the enemy and their food supplies. 
· One such weapon was known as ‘Agent Orange’, a highly toxic weed killer used to destroy the jungle. The Americans used 82 million litres of Agent Orange to spray thousands of kilometres of jungle. 
· Napalm was another chemical weapon widely used by the USA. It was a type of bomb that exploded and showered the surrounding victims with a burning petroleum jelly. Napalm sticks to the skin and burns at 800 degrees centigrade. In other words, it burned through the skin to the bone. 
· These defoliants or chemical weapons had little effect in terms of flushing out the Vietcong. 
· Indeed, such methods were counterproductive because they increased support for the communists and made peasants more likely to hide Vietcong members. 
· Many innocent civilians were injured or even killed by these weapons whilst the USA lost much world sympathy by the use of chemical weapons which caused long term damage to the countryside of South Vietnam
· The USA launched ‘Search and Destroy’ tactics using helicopters. 

· They would descend on a village suspected of assisting the Vietcong forces and destroy it. 

· The troops called these attacks ‘Zippo’ raids after the name of the lighters they used to set fire to the thatched houses of the villages.

· These raids would kill a number of Vietcong guerrilla fighters and showed the effectiveness of helicopters in supporting ground troops. 

· However, Civilian casualties were often very high with most having little or no connection with the Vietcong.
Changing technology
· The jet engine changed the nature of aerial combat. In the Second World War ‘dog-fights’ were between fighters using machine-guns and cannon. The Hurricane and Spitfire had maxi mum speeds of 350-400 mph.

· Jet fighters eventually could fly at 1500+ mph; they used rockets and missiles from long range
· Helicopters first appeared at the end of the Second World War and were used to rescue pilots from the Burmese jungle. They evolved from purely a search and rescue role to be used as gunships in the Vietnam, Afghanistan and Gulf Wars, and to be used in anti-submarine capacity through the Cold War and in the Vietnam War. They were also used to move heavy equipment such as light tanks and guns - as well as troops
First Gulf War 
· Air power was also important in the eventual outcome of the First Gulf War, 1990-91. 
· The Persian Gulf War started with an extensive aerial bombing campaign on 17 January 1991. The coalition flew over 100,000 sorties, dropping 88,500 tons of bombs, and widely destroying military and civilian infrastructure, especially the Iraqi air force and anti-aircraft facilities, command and communication facilities.
· The aircraft were launched mostly from Saudi Arabia and the six Coalition aircraft carrier battle groups in the Persian Gulf and Red Sea. 
· About one-third of the air attacks also targeted the Iraqi Scud missile launchers. 

· The term ‘stealth’ is commonly applied to aircraft or missile systems that have been designed to produce as small a radar signature as is practicable. These were used by the USA during the First Gulf War, in particular the F-117 Blackhawk and the B-2 Bomber. 
· The shape of these aircraft ensured that radio waves bounced off at odd angles and were not reflected back to the enemy radar stations. They were also coated with radar-absorbing material to reduce the intensity of radar being bounced back.

Twenty-first century warfare
· By the beginning of the twenty-first century, two new weapons had emerged.

· Drones are unmanned craft which could be used to target buildings or individuals. They are widely used in Afghanistan.

· Stealth bombers fly at high altitude and are invisible to radar.

· These new types of weapons involve much less risk of casualties, but are at their most effective against conventional forces.

4. The development of atomic and nuclear weapons

The greatest change in warfare in the twentieth century was the development of nuclear weapons with the potential to destroy the world many times over. Conversely, fear of the destructive powers of these weapons, meant that all wars since 1945 have used conventional weapons. 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki

On 6 August 1945, a B-29 bomber, the Enola Gay, dropped an atomic bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. Three days later, a second was dropped on the city of Nagasaki. 

Why?

· Military - Japanese culture did not accept the concept of surrender. As a result the US tactic of island-hopping in the Pacific had resulted in very heavy casualties. It was estimated that it could cost at least half a million US casualties to invade the Japanese mainland and would prolong the war by up to a year. 

· Political - Truman was very aware of the threat posed by the Soviet Union and was determined to prevent the spread of communism. The atomic bomb would be a timely reminder that the USA was ahead in any arms race that might develop in the early years of the subsequent Cold War. 

· Economic - The USA had spent a fortune on the Manhattan Project to develop the atomic bomb before any of its rivals. The use of the atomic bomb on Japan would provide some justification for all of this spending. 

Effects

· The bombs caused horrific damage to both cities. The explosions created winds of 800 kilometres an hour which crushed many people. 

· Many people died from radiation – 80,000 immediately in Hiroshima, followed by a further 58,000. The Japanese did immediately surrender. 

· However, the use of the atomic bomb annoyed Stalin and contributed significantly to the beginning of the Cold War. 

· It sparked off a nuclear arms race between the two superpowers, as they competed to produce ever more destructive weapons. 

· However, the extent of the damage cause by the two atomic bombs, acted as a warning and meant that neither side was prepared to use such weapons in subsequent conflicts. 

The Arms Race

The Cold War between the USA and the Soviet Union, which lasted from 1945 to 1991, featured a nuclear arms race during which each superpower developed more advanced weapons of mass destruction 

The road to M.A.D

· In 1949, the USSR detonated its first atomic bomb.

· President Truman then ordered a new, more powerful weapon to be built – the hydrogen bomb which was successfully tested in 1952.

· This one bomb was smaller in size than the Hiroshima atomic bomb but 2,500 times more powerful. 

· The Russians produced their own H-bomb in 1953. 

· H-bombs provided large explosions with smaller, lighter warheads

· USA produced a bomber - the B52 - that could fly 6,000 miles and deliver a nuclear pay-load

· In October 1957, Sputnik was launched by the Soviet Union. This was to lead to Inter-continental ballistic missiles (ICBMs). 

· By the end of the 1950s the United States overcame this problem by developing the Minuteman missile. This missile stored its fuel in its own engines. It was now possible to fire a missile in thirty seconds. 

· These missiles were also fairly small (54 feet long and 10 feet in diameter) and could be stored in silos under the ground, protected from an enemy attack. 

· In the 1950s the Soviet Union had been producing medium-range ballistic missiles (MRBMs) and intermediate-range ballistic missiles (IRBMs). The idea was to use these to support troops if a war broke out in Europe. 

· At the end of the 1950s, American Intelligence estimated that in a Russian missile attack, 20 million Americans would die and 22 million would be injured. 

Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD) 

The MAD theory developed during the Cold War as both superpowers developed enough nuclear weapons to destroy the other. The theory was that the full-scale use of nuclear weapons by two opposing sides would effectively result in the destruction of both the attacker and the defender. In other words this theory had two very contrasting effects: 

· It encouraged both superpowers to continue to develop ever more powerful nuclear weapons in order to maintain this idea of balance and threat. 

· At the same time acting as a deterrent to the use of such weapons because of their destructive powers. No side would dare strike first when it knew that the attack would destroy itself as well 

The only significant risk of nuclear warfare came in 1962.

The Cuban Missile Crisis
· USA spy planes found photographic evidence of Soviet missile sites on Cuba. 

· Kennedy, the US President, blockaded the Caribbean island and demanded the removal of the missiles. 

· Khrushchev backed down and eventually agreed to remove the missiles. War had been averted. 

The Arms Race (continued)

· By 1961, there were enough bombs to destroy the World.

· During the 1960s, the Soviet Union put their money into producing more missiles regardless of quality while America built fewer but better quality missiles - the Atlas could go 5,000 miles at a speed of 16,000 mph. 

· Despite this, great emphasis was put on new weapon systems - mobile missile launchers were built, missiles were housed underground in silos and in 1960 the first Polaris submarine was launched carrying 16 nuclear missiles. Each missile carried four warheads which could targeted on different cities. One submarine effectively carried 64 nuclear warheads. 

· In 1967, China exploded an H-bomb. China was a communist country. 

· In the west, NATO felt out-numbered as the table below shows and so had to place her faith in nuclear missiles. 

· Other important developments included: submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs) which had the advantage in that they could be launched from the sea and MIRVs – Multiple independently-targeted re-entry vehicles which was a missile with several warheads which could be fired at different targets. 
· By the early 1980s there was more or less parity between the two superpowers in the development of nuclear weapons. By 1981, USA had 8,000 ICBM’s and USSR 7,000 ICBM’s 
· By 1981, USA had 4,000 planes capable of delivering a nuclear bomb. Russia had 5,000.
· In 1977, the Soviet Union began replacing out-of-date missiles in Eastern Europe with new SS-20 nuclear missiles. 

· President Carter allowed the US military to develop the Cruise Missile. 

· By 1979, the USA had stationed Pershing missiles in Western Europe as an answer to the SS-20s.

Star Wars

· US President, Ronald Reagan, changed the whole balance of the nuclear arms race with the Strategic Defence Initiative of 1983. 

· He was determined to win the Cold War and believed that they could be forced to disarm by his new initiative: SDI (Strategic Defence Initiative). 

· SDI, which became known as ‘Star Wars’, took the nuclear arms race to a new level. 

· It proposed a ‘nuclear umbrella’, which would stop Soviet nuclear bombs from reaching American soil. Reagan’s plan was to launch an army of satellites equipped with powerful lasers, which would intercept Soviet missiles in space and destroy them before they could do any harm to the USA. 

· He believed that ‘Star Wars’ technology would make Soviet nuclear missiles useless and force the USSR to disarm. 

· SDI proved to be a turning point in the arms race. During detente, the superpowers had been evenly matched and had worked together to limit the growth of nuclear stockpiles. SDI was a complete break from this policy. 

· Soviet leaders knew that they could not compete with Reagan’s ‘Star Wars’ plan. They were behind the USA in space and computer technology whilst the Soviet economy was not producing enough wealth to fund even more defence spending.

· The collapse of the Soviet Empire at the end of the 1980s brought an end to the Cold War and the nuclear arms race.

· Countries still build nuclear weapons and the most ‘popular’ form is SLBMs (submarine launched ballistic missiles).

· Britain always has one nuclear submarine on patrol ready to launch its Trident missiles.

Attempts at arms limitation 

In the years after 1960 there were several attempts at arms limitation. This was for several reasons: 

· During the 1950s there was much more awareness of the potential threat of nuclear warfare and the destruction of the world. The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) organised protest marches and did much to publicise the dangers of nuclear warfare. 

· During the Cuban Missile Crisis, the superpowers came very close to nuclear warfare when the US President, Kennedy, ordered the blockade of Cuba to prevent the arrival of a Soviet convoy which was carrying missiles for the missile sites which had been constructed on the island. Fortunately, the Soviet leader, Khrushchev, ordered the convoy to turn around whilst the two leaders reached a compromise agreement. This led to the two leaders to set up the hotline in Washington and Moscow and begin arms limitation talks. 

· The later 1960s and 1970s was a period of detente, or relaxation of relations, in the Cold, with both superpowers prepared to agree to arms limitations. 

· The USA and the Soviet Union needed to find ways of cutting their excessive expenditure on the arms race. In the case of the Soviet Union, it was having crippling effects on their economy. 

	Date 
	Agreement 
	Key features 

	1963 
	Partial Test Ban Treaty 
	This was signed by over 100 countries and banned all nuclear explosions except those underground. Over 100 countries signed. 

	1968 
	Non-proliferation Treaty 
	This was also signed by over 100 countries. Non-nuclear power nations agreed not to develop nuclear weapons whilst countries with nuclear weapons agreed to negotiate to reduce their number. 

	1972 
	SALT 1 

(Strategic Arms Limitations Talks) 
	The superpowers agreed to limit certain types of missiles. However, there were no limits on delivery systems so the arms race continued. 

	1979 
	SALT 2 
	The superpowers agreed to limit certain types of missiles but not the delivery systems. However the USA refused to ratify the agreement after the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979. 

	1982-3 
	START 

Strategic Arms Limitation Talks 
	These took place between the superpowers at Geneva. However, this was a period of tension and the Soviet Union withdrew from the talks in 1983. Nothing was agreed. 

	1987 
	Intermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) 
	This abolished nuclear and conventional ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles which had ranges of 500-5500 kilometres by 1 June 1991. In addition the superpowers were allowed to inspect each other’s military installations. 


5. Warfare at the end of the twentieth century

· By the end of the twentieth century there were two forms of warfare – nuclear and conventional. 

· The destructive power of nuclear weapons still acted as a deterrent.

· Countries, instead, fought with increasingly high-tech, conventional, ‘smart’ weapons. 

· In the First Gulf War, 1991, the Allies, mainly the USA and UK, made a series of air attacks on Baghdad, the capital of Iraq, to lower the morale of the Iraqi citizens. 

· The second phase, the attack on the Iraqi army itself, drove the Iraqis out of Kuwait and confirmed the continued importance of land forces in major conflicts. 

· However, modern technological weapons proved far less successful in countering guerrilla attacks. 

· Smart weapons need targets and guerrilla warfare is usually conducted on a hit and run basis. 

· Guerrillas need to be tackled with large numbers of troops and losses, therefore, can be high. 

· But the days of the large citizen armies has gone forever. In the early twenty-first century, wars are fought by highly-trained regular soldiers or guerrillas.

Terrorism

The greatest change at the beginning of the twenty-first century was the impact of terrorism, especially the effects of the 9/11 attacks and the subsequent Second Gulf War. 

· Terrorism, as an instrument of war, greatly increased in the second half of the twentieth century. 

· It is the systematic use of terror especially as a means of coercion, or the use of violent acts which are intended to create fear (terror), and deliberately target or disregard the safety of civilians. 

· There are several different types of terrorist activity.

· Terrorists use kidnapping and hostage-taking to establish a bargaining position and to elicit publicity. 

· Armed attacks include raids and ambushes. Assassinations are the killing of a selected victim, usually by bombings or small arms 

· Hijacking is the seizure by force of a surface vehicle, its passengers, and/or its cargo. Skyjacking is the taking of an aircraft, which creates a mobile, hostage barricade situation. 

· Some significant terrorist organisations of the second half of the twentieth century, mostly in the Middle East, were: 

· The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). This was set up in 1968 in order to attack targets outside Israel through the use of the ‘skyjack’. They found it easy to board planes and hijack them. The climax of their activities came in 1970 when they seized four airlines, three of which were flown to Dawson’s Field in Jordan where they were blown up in front of the world’s media. 

· Black September. This was a terrorist organisation which carried out the attack at 1972 Munich Olympics which led to the death of Israeli hostages. 

· Hezbollah (‘Party of God’) is an Islamic movement and political party founded in Lebanon shortly after that country's 1982 civil war. The group has kidnapped Israeli soldiers and carried out missile attacks and suicide bombings against Israeli military and civilian targets. 

· Hamas meaning ‘Islamic Resistance Movement’ is an Islamic Palestinian group created Hamas in 1987. Beginning in 1993, Hamas launched numerous suicide bombings against Israel. 

· The IRA. They used terrorist tactics against the British in Northern Ireland in the last thirty years of the twentieth century. This included numerous bomb outrages both in Northern Ireland and on the British mainland. 

9/11 
· On September 11, 2001, there occurred the most significant terrorist attack to date, which had immediate and long term significance. 

· On the morning of September 11, 2001, members of the Islamic terrorist organisation, al-Qaeda, hijacked four planes. 

· Two of the airplanes were deliberately crashed into the World Trade Center in New York City. 

· The third plane was crashed into the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. 

· The last plane was going to crash into another building in Washington, D.C., but the passengers stopped the hijackers, and the plane crashed into a field instead. 
· This had important consequences for the USA and the Middle East: 

· There were no survivors from any of the flights. 

· The USA launched a ‘War on Terrorism’ which included the invasion of Afghanistan to overthrow the Taliban, who had hidden al-Qaeda terrorists. 

· The Second Gulf War – the invasion of Iraq to depose Saddam Hussein who allegedly was supporting terrorism, especially al-Qaeda. 

The Second Gulf War, 2003 
This began in March 2003 when mainly US forces, backed by Britain and other countries, invaded Iraq. It was partly due to Saddam’s apparent involvement with terrorism, his alleged development of arms of mass destruction and to free the people of Iraq from his tyrannical rule. 

	Date 
	Key event 

	19 March 
	U.S. Stealth bombers and Tomahawk Cruise Missiles struck ‘leadership targets’ in and around the Iraqi capital of Baghdad. 

	20 March 
	U.S. and British ground forces advanced into southern Iraq, entering the port city of Umm Qasr, near the major Iraqi city of Basra, while a second wave of air attacks hit Baghdad. 

	23 March 
	Coalition forces seized airfields in western Iraq, and controlled parts of Umm Qasr, Basra and Nasiriyah. Armoured and mechanized forces advanced to within 100 miles of Baghdad and forced a crossing of the Euphrates River at Nasiriyah, where Iraqi forces put up a stiff fight. In northern Iraq, the U.S. launched an attack with 40 to 50 cruise missiles on forces of two Islamist parties opposed to the Pro-U.S. Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK). 

	29 March 
	U.S. forces advanced as far north as Karbala, where large battles with Iraqi forces took place. Bombing raids on Baghdad and other Iraqi cities continued, as did Iraqi attempts to hit Kuwaiti-based targets with surface-to-surface missiles. One missile successfully hit Kuwait City on March 28, inflicting damage on a shopping mall and causing minor wounds to two Kuwaitis. 

	30 March 
	Six hundred British commandoes attacked near Basra, destroying Iraqi tanks and capturing nearly 300 prisoners. 

	5 April 
	U.S. armoured forces entered Baghdad, conducting a large raid. Such incursions would continue for several days. 

	7 April 
	British forces reached the centre of Basra and declared the city is under Coalition control. 


Significance of the conflict 
This conflict was important for several reasons: 

· No evidence was found that Saddam was developing weapons of mass destruction. 

· Saddam Hussein was overthrown and captured by the Coalition. 
· Coalition forces undertook a prolonged occupation of Iraq in order to stabilise the economy and establish democratic government. However, primarily British and US forces faced determined opposition from various groups using guerrilla tactics. 

· The Coalition victory in the war was due to the successful deployment of conventional forces and traditional tactics of the second half of the twentieth century. The Coalition used air attacks to soften up the Iraqi resistance and to support the invasion by land forces. 
High-Tech warfare 
· The First Gulf War witnessed the use of high-tech warfare, or smart bombs. 
· They were guided by laser beams, which were sometimes refracted or dissipated by smoke and dust, causing the weapon to veer off. 
· Through the month long air campaign of Desert Storm, only 9 percent of the bombs dropped were smart bombs. However, the War was decided by conventional weapons and tactics. 
· Towards the end, B-52s flew in and carpet-bombed Iraqi positions in the field with old-fashioned dumb bombs.
· Even then, the war was not won until about 500,000 ground troops, who had been mobilizing for months, pushed the Iraqi army back across the border. 
· Modern Day Warfare or High Tech Warfare consists of computerized and technical Weapons such as night vision, and electronic warfare and state of the art weapons including drones and unmanned vehicles. 
· They include unmanned aerial vehicles — some call them ‘drones’ — armed with high-res cameras and extremely accurate missiles, guided, aimed, and fired by ‘joystick pilots’ watching screens and pushing buttons from ‘ground control stations’. 
· Other examples include: 

· The JDAM, or Joint Direct Attack Munition, is unlike a laser guided bomb, which can miss its target on a cloudy day. The JDAM is guided by a Global Positioning Satellite and hits its target in any weather. 

· The JSOW, or Joint Standoff Weapon, is a ‘launch and leave’ missile that can be fired safely from 30,000 feet up and 40 miles from a target, and can be redirected in mid-flight to hit even mobile targets. 

· The HPM or High Powered Microwave releases two billion watts of destructive electric energy, as much as the Hoover Dam generates in 24 hours. The impact of those microwaves will fry anything electrical within 1,000 feet. 

Despite the development and deployment of such weapons in Iraq and Afghanistan, they have not substantially reduced the dependence on conventional weapons and ground troops to defeat a determined enemy, as was seen in the First and Second Gulf Wars.
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